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EDITORIAL 





The Primacy Of Christian 
Conviction 


In a stimulating editorial in the July issue of 
Theology Today Editor Mackay stated: “There is 
positively no place for, nor should any encourage- 
ment be given to, a church union in any part of 
the world, which is not founded upon an adequate 
body of Christian conviction.” This has been the 
thesis set forth by The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal since its conception in the minds of its 
organizers. We have stated many times that we 
are for Christian unity which is primarily the unity 
of the faith, We are unalterably opposed to eccle- 
siastical amalgamation and mergers at the expense 
of Christian conviction. 


The advocates of church union usually have a 
blind spot at this point, Dr. B. B. Warfield some 
years ago sensed this antidoctrinal tendency of 
the modern church union movement when he 
wrote: “What is ominous in the present-day drift 
of religious thought is the sustained effort that is 
being made to break down these two principles: 
the principle of a systematized body of doctrines 
as the matter to be believed, and the principle of 
an external authority as the basis of belief. What 
arrogates to itself the title of ‘The Newer Re- 
ligious Thinking’ sets itself, before everything 
else, in violent opposition to what is called ‘dogma’ 
and ‘external authority.’ The end may be very 
readily foreseen. Indefinite subjectivism or sub- 
jective indifferentism has no future. It is not only 
in its very nature a disintegrating, but also a de- 
structive force. It can throw up no barrier against 
unbelief. Its very business is to break down bar- 
riers and when that work is accomplished the 
floods come in. The assault on positive doctrinal 
teaching is presented chiefly today under the flag 
of ‘comprehension.’ Men bewail the divisions of 
the Church of Christ, and propose that we may no 
longer think differently. This is the true account 
to give of many of the phases of the modern move- 
ment for ‘church union.’ Men are tired of think- 
ing. They are tired of defending the truth. ‘Let us 
all stop thinking, stop believing,’ they cry, ‘And 


what a happy family we shall be!’”’ This observa- : 











tion is just as relevant today as the day Dr. War. 
field wrote it. 


Contemporary American Protestantism must re- 
turn to a definite belief in the primacy of Chris 
tian conviction. Until this thought grips us, all of 
the present discussions on church union are but a 
dissipation of time and energy. Such discussions 
solve nothing in the present, and are powerless to 
offer anything of lasting value for the future. 





All who are giving the place of primacy to 
church union are in reality encouraging men to an 
attitude of indifference. These advocates are say- 
ing in effect to the people outside the Church: 
“We don’t blame you for being confused! We don't 
blame you for ignoring the claims of Christ, Wait 
a little longer until we unify the Visible Church 
and this will clear up the confusion and make it 
possible for you to take a stand for Christ.” This 
point of view aids the man on the outside in evaé- 
ing his present responsibility to Christ and His 
Church. , e 

The position of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal in maintaining the primacy of Christian 
conviction is not original. Discerning Christians 
for centuries have observed this truth. For the 
flection of our readers we offer a paragraph which 
expresses our view, written by a great Christian 
scholar a little more than five decades ago: 








“The Holy Spirit, as the common principle of 
life, gives to the Church its true unity. Outward 
uniformity is as yet unattainable; but beginning 
by having one mind, we: shall hereafter have ‘one 
body.’ The true ‘body’ of Christ (all believers of 
every age) is already ‘one,’ as joined to the Heal. 
But its unity is not yet visible, as the Head is not 
visible; but it shall appear when He shall appeal. 
Meanwhile the rule is: ‘In essentials, unity; 
doubtful questions, liberty; in all things, charity. 
There is real unity where both go to heaven undet 
different names; none, when with the same name 
one goes to heaven, the other to hell. Truth 
first: those who reach it will reach unity, because 
truth is one, Those who seek unity as first may 


purchase it at the sacrifice of truth, and so of the 


soul itself.’ 





We regret that the proponents of organic -_ 
in our Church have ignored this basic princip é 
Evidence for it is not lacking. We cite one & 
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ample. In_order to please the liberals in the 
Northern Church the part of the minister’s ordina- 
tion vow which reads, “Do you further promise 
that if at any time you find yourself out of accord 
with any of the fundamentals of this system of 
doctrine, you will on your own initiative make 
known to your Presbytery the change which has 
taken place in your views since the assumption of 
this ordination vow?” has been omitted in the new 
plan of union. Instead of erecting higher barbed 
wire fences against unbelief, the Committee has 
removed one of the protections installed by our 
forebears for the maintenance of doctrinal purity 
in the pulpit. This is a distinct concession to those 
who do not believe in the primacy of Christian 
conviction, Each of our eighty-seven Presbyteries 
should condemn this concession before the next 
meeting of our General Assembly in May. 
—J.R.R. 


“With Thanksgiving” 


The complete absence of anxious care and the 
limitless field of prayer and earnest pleading are 
linked by Paul with something that we often for- 
get. So centered are we on what we want God to 
do that we often overlook what He has already 
done. Gratitude opens the gate for new and richer 
blessings. It evinces the spirit in which God de- 
lights and to which He can generously respond 
with the certainty that His gifts will enrich those 
who receive them. Let us never block the entrance 
of peace and power by a spirit rushing to implore 
new blessings and all the while forgetting to give 
warm thanks for those who have so enriched our 
lives daily. Gratitude to God is a mark of hu- 
mility. It is a sign of inner, real spiritual life and 
growth. It affects the attitude of our entire life 
and draws us close to God. 


“Be careful for nothing; but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your request be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” —Philippians 4:6,7. 


—S. McPh. G. 


Powerless Or - 


Powerful! 


Jesus is the only way to eternal life. He has so 
stated and His Word reaffirms again and again 
the simple fact that salvation is found in no other 
way than through faith in Him. 


But, do not we Christians who believe this often 
' make the tragic mistake of thinking there are 
many resources of power on which we may draw 
with which to do Christian work? 


We stress education, and rightly so, when that 
education is correlated with Christian truth. 


| _ We seek to develop personality, and we send out 
) young go-getters who can charm an audience or 


| Mmpress themselves on others in a most attractive 
| Way socially. 


| We organize meetings and campaigns with great 
» stress on men and material resources. 


We develop organizations in which all of the 


Work is intergrated and developed in a most won- 
derful way, 


These and many other things can be used of 
God, when offered in humility and complete submis- 
sion to His service. 


But—there is One without which no effective 
Christian work can be done. There is One Who 
alone supplies that power which is absolutely 
necessary—the Holy Spirit. 


Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you,” and 
subsequent events showed that the same men who 
were powerless before became the agents through 
which God could evangelize the world. 


We Christians need to search our own hearts 
and see how much we are depending on education, 
personality or human and material means, To 
recognize the futility of work without the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit pricks the bubble of 
human conceit. To completely subordinate our- 
selves and our work to the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit means a humility which God can honor. To 
wait for the infilling and the leading of the Spirit 
often demands a Christian discipline entirely 
foreign to our experience. 


Is it not true that only too often we wish to be 
the instrument of service rather than the channel 
through which God can serve others? 


Do we not often desire for ourselves glory 
which belongs wholly to God? 


Submission to God’s will and leading, without 
which we cannot hope to serve Him aright, is an 
humbling experience from which we too often turn 
away. 


Until we are brought face to face with the 
sobering fact that we of ourselves can do nothing, 
and, replace our natural confidence in human 
methods and instruments with an absolute and 
final faith in the Holy Spirit as the only One Who 
can energize for effective work, until then we 
labor in vain. 


The power of an individual Christian and the 
power of a church can come from but one source. 
We either recognize this fact and seek Him, or 
we continue to wonder why we are powerless. 


It is high time that we return to the Scriptural 
teaching that it is “not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts.” ase 


The Contemplated 
“Church” 


Those who have opposed the Federal Council 
have done so for a number of reasons. One has 
been the long-range plan with reference to national 
economy. Another has been their misguided idea 
of the solution for race problems. 


But, what is the Federal Council’s long-range 
programme for the Church? 


They have stated officially: “It is the Council’s 
poliev to strengthen the world-wide Christian move- 
ment by every possible means.” They are com- 
pletely dedicated to the ecumenical movement. 


This being true it is interesting and instructive 
to find out just what the Federal Council advocates, 
where given the opportunity to advise in a new 
community about to organize a church. 
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For the protection of that small number of 
evangelical Christians who are working and witnes- 
sing in this group we will not identify the locality. 
However, for the facts which follow we can en- 
tirely vouch, 


A representative of the Federal Council came 
and preached two sermons and held several con- 
ferences with those interested in the formation of 
the church. It was suggested that the name of the 
church be “The United Protestant Church of ~~.” 
The representative of the Federal Council im- 
mediately protested, sayng the word “Protestant” 
must not be used as that would keep out some 
who otherwise might join. “And,” he further said, 
“even the Federal Council is not an exclusively 
Protestant organization as we have three Catholic 
groups in our membership.” 


Also, when a statement of belief was being drawn 
up one man suggested that it was entirely too 
vague and that certain fundamental Christian 
doctrines should be included. Again, the represent- 
ative from the Federal Council objected, stating 
that while some held these beliefs others did not 
and that their inclusion in the statement would 
keep others from joining. 


The contemplated universal church of the 
Federal Council is not even a Protest-n* Church. 
Nor is it a doctrinal Church, 


How long will we wait before we see that Pr:-»- 
byterians who hold to the Word of God in its 
entirety and to the Standards of our Church still 
have a mission in a desperately sin-sick world? 


We most earnestly affirm that in the historic 
position and message and doctrine of our Church 
we have in our grasp the solution for every world 
need. 


We further contend that the present trend 
towards theological compromise, doctrinal inclusi- 
vism and tolerance of error are steps towards the 
utter loss of witnessing power on the part of the 
Church. 


The negative attitude towards Christian doc- 
trines and their role in evangelical Christian 
teaching and preaching so much in evidence today 
goes hand in hand with powerlessness in effecting 
Christian results. —L.N.B. 


Prayer That Costs 


A forgotten fact about prayer is that if it is 
really effective, it takes its toll in time and energy 
and in personal sacrifice. It is hard work. It is 
costly. 


In those critical days of Israel’s history between 
the judges and kings the most important event on 
earth was the agonizing prayer of a woman. God 
was about to raise up a new leader to consolidate 
the nation and prepare it for greatness, That 
leader was Samuel. But back of Samuel was the 
devout Hannah, who puts most of us to shame in 
the fervency of her supplications. I Samuel 1:10 
says: “She was in bitterness of soul, and prayed 
unto Jehovah, and wept sore.” (A.S.V.) 


The whole of that opening chapter of I Samuel 
has to do with the way this woman prayed. She 
implored the Throne of Heaven as if her whole 
life and happiness depended upon the answer. She 
lost her taste for food. She flooded her petitions 
with tears. She kept on praying until from the 
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words of Eli, the high priest, she received some 
slight sign of God’s favor. 


Most important of all, she prayed for that un. 
born man-child with the evident intention of giy. 
ing him back wholly to the Lord. This supremely 
exhibits the costliness of her prayer. For when 
Samuel was born, she cared for him until he was 
weaned. Then when he was still a very little boy, 
she took him to Shiloh and gave him to Eli, wel] 
knowing she would see her son henceforth but 
once a year. That was heroism. And that heroism 
was in her prayer. 


Much of our praying costs little, Therefore, God 
suitably bestows a little blessing. We are not ca- 
pable of receiving more. When we pray for souls 
and for church and national and world leadership 
as Hannah did, we may expect commensurate 
bounties from our gracious God. 


—Cary N. Weisiger, III. 


The Booster Or 
“Little Joe” 


A railroad man was describing a piece of equip 
ment that some locomotives, particularly heavy 
ones, have to help them get started. It is called a 
booster and consists of a small extra cylinder and 
piston on the trailer under the cab. When the big 
drivers are stalled this booster, affectionately call- 
ed “Little Joe,” can supply enough impetus to set 
the engine in motion. 


Most churches need a booster, The Scripture 
says: “Exhort one another day by day.” (Hebrews 
3:13 A.S.V.) This booster is a Spirit-filled Chris 
tian who has initiative and enthusiasm. He is ready 
to sponsor sOMe new project which will set a 
heavy, stalled congregation in motion. He supplies 
the shove which activates a train load of evan- 
gelical potentials. 


Some of our pastors and congregations are timid 
about the appeal to underwrite $4,000,000.00 for 
foreign missions in January. Now is the time for 
boosters to make their presence felt, Surely the 
glorified Christ who gives gifts to His Church has 
supplied at ieast one booster for each congrega- 
tion. —C.N.W., IIL. 


Race Relations: 
Whither? 


Under the same heading as that used above we 
wrote an editorial nearly four years ago. It was 
approved by many, by others it was misunderstood, 


/ and by some it was ridiculed. 


That editorial, based on the “Annual Race 
Relations Message” of the Federal Council, was 4 
solemn warning that in that and other messages 0n 
race relations there was no recognition of the fact 
that in projected programmes to better relations 
between the races there was no recognition of the 
fact that there is a line which must not be crosse 


Our fears have been abundantly justified. What 
began as a laudatory effort to better relations 
between the races and to abrogate the many I 
justices and humiliations suffered by the Negr 
race, has gone on a definite policy for the abolition 
of all race distinctions and working for a “nol 


, segregated Church and a non-segregated society.” 
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For a while we were unwilling to believe that 


supposedly intelligent leaders in Christian planning 
could contemplate interracial marriage. 


At the same time we knew that the logical end 
of the programmes they were sponsoring would, of 
necessity, lead to just that thing. 


Now we find that in group conferences and 
discussions this has been contemplated and ap- 
proved. We have the statements of three individ- 
uals who have attended such discussion groups in 
our own Church within the past few months in 
which inter-racial marriages were discussed and 
approved. 


Only this week the newspapers told of an issue 
raised at The University of Wisconsin because of 
a young woman who was permitting a Negro to 
date her. This is not an isolated instance. Young 
people are being told that they are “not Christian” 
unless they are willing to disregard all racial lines. 
Qne young woman of our acquaintance was told by 
a boy in her Young People’s Conference that she 
would not show herself to be a Christian unless 
she joined in folk dances with a Negro boy. 


People of the Christian Church! When such 
things are advocated in the name of Christianity 
it is time that we stop and examine the leadership 
which is responsible for such teaching. Not only 
should it be examined but it should be repudiated 
s ~ so clear that all who see and hear under- 
stand. 


Our love for the Negro and our ability to get 
along with them we affirm as we have often 
affirmed before. And we are ashamed at the 
intolerance, the discrimination and the humiliations 
which have been heaped on them by the white race. 


We further affirm that it is high time that 
Christians treat the Negroes as they would treat 
others. Courtesy, friendliness, sympathy, fairness 
and all other Christian virtues should be shown to 
them, as well as those of our own race. In other 
words, we should commend to the Negro, by our 
attitude and dealings with him, the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ which we profess and which is his 
and our only hope of salvation. 


But, when through a misguided conception of the 
demands of Christianity, we foster a movement to 
break down racial lines we are not furthering the 
tause of Christ—we are advocating folly. 


Paul And The Strength Of Christ 
( Phil. 4:12) 


As we see the great spiritual giants march 
across the pages of history — men like Enoch and 
Abraham and Joseph and Moses, and the long list 
of heroes of faith — the query springs up in our 
minds, What is the secret of their strength? Were 
they strong in themselves? Were they great be- 
cause of their natural endowments, or because they 
had a Great God? 


Paul seems not to have been a strong man 
physically. His enemies rather sneered at his “con- 
temptible’ speech and weakness of body. He 
teognized his many infirmities, his thorn in the 


esh, and said, “When I am weak then am I 
strong,” 


The secret of the power of all these men is the 
— It is stated by Paul in the words of our 
xt: “I can do all things through Christ who 
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strengthens me” (“in Him who’). Some years 
ago when Dr. Smelley was writing the Sunday 
School helps for The Times, he said, “How it 
shames us to look at Paul’! Let us remember that 
we are not looking at Paul, but at the One Who 
lived in Paul. The Master stated the same truth 
in different form when He said. “Apart from Me 
ye can do nothing.” 


“All things” is a fine way of expressing what 
Paul did. He traveled, he preached, he organized, 
he suffered, he wrote, he prayed. We marvel as 
we think of these “all things.”” We would like to 
summarize what we wish to say under three heads: 
1. A Great Fighter; 2. A Great Worker; 3. A 
Great Witness. 


I. Paul was A Great Fighter: A Good Soldier of 
the Lord Jesus, who fought a good fight. 


Not the least of the battles was the struggle with 
himself, He describes it for us in the seventh 
chapter of Romans, and in Ephesians and Collos- 
sians, The “old man” in Saul seemed hard to 
subdue. Who gave him the victory? “Thanks be 
to God through Jesus Christ.” 


Then there was his constant conflict with evil 
men; with the unbelieving, bigoted Jews, and with 
the heathen Gentiles. 


But back of all this was his still greater foe; 
the god of this world, the prince of the power 
of the air; and with him, all the wickedness in 
high places. These enemies, worse than the flesh 
and blood enemies, were always attacking him even 
as they assailed his Master. Even his thorn was a 
“messenger of Satan to buffet him.” 


He endured hardness: when you look at Paul you 
do not see medals and diplomas; you see scars; 
he bore in his body the marks of Jesus. 


He overcame all his adversaries, because he 
was clothed in the whole armor of God. He was 
‘more than conqueror” through Christ Who loved 
him. 


II. Paul was a Great Worker: He finished his 
course. 


Take a map and trace his journeys as a Mis- 
sionary. Go with him on his voyage to Rome. Think 
of the way he had to travel, and the dangers he 
encountered. Always pressing on; never content to 
go where others had gone, or build on some other 
man’s foundation. 


Read the names of the churches he founded, 
and listen as he says, “The care of all the 
churches.” Some men preach, but do not organize; 
Paul did both. 


Turn now to your New Testament and see how 
large a part was written by this man, and the 
character of these Epistles. Truly, Paul was a 
Great Worker; few men have even approached 
him in this respect. He worked, even in prison, 


III. Paul was A Great Witness: He kept the 
faith; he carried out the command of Christ to 
be a witness unto all men, and to bear testimony 
before his own people, the Gentiles, kings and 
princes. 


Read his testimony as he stood on the stairs 
and spoke to the Jews in their own language, and 
in his defense before the Council. Listen as he 
tells his story before Felix, Festus, Agrippa, and 
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convicted these Romans. He was never ashamed of 
the Gospel. He made saints even in Caesar’s house- 
hold. He sealed his testimony with his blood. We 
cannot be Pauls. We can be Good Soldiers. Good 
workers, Good Witnesses. Are we strong in Christ? 


Unwarranted Diatribe 


Southern Presbyterians, who are to decide this 
year wheather they are to remain in the FCCCA, 
are being bombarded by propaganda from both 
“liberal” and “conservative” camps. 


One of the broadsides issued by The Presbyterian 
Outlook, official organ of the denomination which 
favors the Council, contains a particularly bitter 
and unfair attack on the National Association of 
Evangelicals. 


After listing a noble galaxy of those who favor 
the FCCCA, it lines up all the reprobates it can 
think of under the heading “Who Is Opposed to the 
Federal Council?” In the list are Elizabeth Dilling, 
William Dudley (Silver Shirts) Pelley, Col. E. N. 
Sanctuary, Gerald B, Winrod, the Communists, the 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy and—the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. 


The impression left with the uninformed reader 
is, of course, that the NAE should be put behind 
bars with dangerous criminals and shunned as a 
menace to all that is high and holy. We have never 
met the editor of the Outlook, but we feel rather 
certain that if he should meet the official family 
of NAE he would find most of them to be his 
equals in education, culture, consecration and 
ability. They are Christian gentlemen of deep con- 
viction who cannot indorse the FCCCA for logical 
and intelligent reasons. 


The NAE and its affiliates serve a constituency 
of some 4,000,000. In this number are thirty-three 
denominations, a hundred and fifty gospel broad- 
casters appearing on a thousand radio stations, 
fifty mission boards that carry the gospel to 
practically every part of the earth, scores of 
colleges, seminaries and Bible institutes enrolling 
thousands of students, home missionary agencies, 
and publishing houses issuing millions of copies of 
religious magazines, Its War Relief Commission 
has sent out millions of dollars worth of food and 
clothing to the suffering of Europe and the Orient, 
each gift made in the name of Christ and bearing 
an evangelistic message. Its National Sunday School 
Association is revitalizing the American Sunday 
schools and issuing outlines for lessons that reach 
millions of boys and girls. And as a basis for its 
fellowship and constructive program of action it 
holds to the deity of Christ, the infallible and 
authoritative Word of God, and the other primitive 
and apostolic fundamental doctrines of the Church. 


If this entitles the NAE to be classed with the 
untouchables, we think the judgment and discrim- 
ination of the Outlook’s editor need to be examined. 
He is in no wise qualified to advise the Southern 
Presbyterians what to do in the present contro- 
versy. Nothing is to be gained by this sort of 
diatribe among Christians. 


The FCCCA, the NAE, the ACCC, the ICRE and 
all the rest of the vehicles for Christian cooperation 
in America have their faults. Let them, however, 
be dealt with factually, intelligently and in the 
spirit of Christ. Only in such an atmosphere can 
we arrive at the truth and act as Christians should. 

—United Evangelical Action. 
October 15, 1947. 


Thoughts From Isaiah 


“The Wells Of Salvation” 
(12:3) 


Jacob’s Well at Sychar where Jesus sat and 
talked with the woman of Samaria became 4 
veritable “well of salvation” to her thirsty soy] 
and to many in the city. Water is often used as 
an illustration or symbol of salvation: sometimes 
water coming down from heaven in form of rain 
and snow; sometimes like a great river flowing 
out from the altar and throne to bring health to 
the world; or like a spring or a well. This last is a 
most beautiful and instructive figure of speech, 
whether it is salvation for the nation, as in 
Chapter 11, or salvation for the individual, ag jp 
Chapter 12; “he also is become my salvation.” 


I. Let us look first at the Character of the “Wel} 
of Salvation.” The wells of salvation are Very 
Deep; therefore, Pure and Wholesome, Surface 
water gets shallow wells; they are apt to be filled 
with disease germs. How vividly we remember our 
own experience when typhoid fever got in this 
way! Earth-born and man-made religions have 
plenty of surface water and disease germs; they 
are dangerous and dirty. Take Mohammedanism 
for example. 


But the wells of the Bible are deep. They go 
back to the councils of eternity; we are chosen in 
Him before the foundation of the world. They go 
forward to all eternity; these shall go away into 
everlasting life. They reach down as far as sin 
has gone; out of the depth we cry and are saved 
unto the uttermost. They go up as high as heaven 
itself: we are raised up to sit in heavenly places. 


“High, high as the heavens, 
Deep, deep as the deepest sea.” 


Therefore they are very pure; there is no dan 
ger in them. The Wells of Salvation are Satisfying. 


Thirst is a terrible thing—even thirst of body— 
but thirst of soul is worse. Not all water is 
satisfying; in fact, most water is not, for most of 
the water of world is in the briny oceans. Even 
some wells and springs are brackish. The things 
of this world, even the religions of this world, 
cannot satisfy. The poor man in India who crawled 
for miles to bathe in the Ganges river, came forth 
as unclean and as unsatisfied as he went in, and 
it was only when he heard the old, old story of 
the cross that his thirst was quenched. 


But the wells of salvation satisfy every need of 
man: his need of forgiveness, his need of cleansing, 
his need of strength, his need of healing and o 
comfort. 


The wells of salvation are Never-Failing. Sever 
years ago nearly all the bored wells in our sectio 
went dry. The wells that men dig—the spiritul 
wells—are always going dry, They fail in time of 
drought. 


But these blessed wells of God never fail. 
time of trouble and trial they are as_abundal 
and refreshing as in the time of joy. When 
and suffering come, they furnish a full cup 
cool water. In seasons of perplexity and doubt, We 
are enabled to see our way. When disappoll 
and discouraged, one drink gives new energy: 
our bereavement and sorrow this water is like® 
healing medicine. 
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The wells of Salvation are Free. Water is always 
free where Nature has control. It is only when man 
has to provide reservoirs and pumps and pipes, 
that it costs. Out in the country, water is free. Out 
in God’s Country—in His amazing Plan and Grace, 
water is free. “Ho, everyone that thirsteth come 
ye to the water, and he that hath no money— 
Come.” Yes, the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 


This does not mean that it cost nothing to dig 
these wells—to make and execute, and apply His 
Plan: it cost Him His Only Son. 
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But to you, and me, poor thirsty sinners, this 
water is free! 

II. Let us think for just a moment of the Joy 
of Drawing Water from such wells. God’s Blessed 
Plan is full of Joy all the way through. It was the 
“joy set before Him” that enabled our Savior to 
make the well. There is “Joy in heaven” whenever 
one thirsty soul drinks and lives. There is Joy in 
the heart, for our cup is full and running over. 

What a Joy to drink of these “Wells”! Are we 
drinking deeply every day? Is there Joy, ever- 
increasing Joy in our souls? Is our thirst quenched? 
Do we live in Him? —J.K.P. 





Where Are Our Leaders 
Leading Us? 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


In a recent issue, The Presbyterian Outlook, in 
a triumphant mood, has presented an array of the 
Moderators of the Assembly past and present, and 
of other men in our Church in positions of promi- 
nence, Who have committed themselves as being in 
favor of the Southern Presbyterian Church re- 
maining in the Federal Council. The high position 
of these men and their undoubted ability and loy- 
alty as well as their fine Christian character make 
a strong appeal to the church at large. I honor 
these men and nearly every one of them is a per- 
sonal friend of mine that I hold in the highest 
esteem. They are leaders in our Church. There is 
no doubt of that, 


Nevertheless, I do not consider it impertinent to 
ask the question: Where Are These Leaders Lead- 
ing The Southern Presbyterian Church? 


As long as we remain in the Federal Council 
they will continue to claim to represent our Church 
in whatever they say or do. It is a principle in law 
and equity that what our representatives do in our 
stead and in our name we do ourselves. From the 
time that Adam failed in the covenant of works, 
im the Garden of Eden, until the present Congress 
of the United States, we are responsible for what 
our representatives do for or against us. In a re- 
tent issue of The Journal, Dr. Waddell Pratt shows 
with relentless logic that we are responsible for 
Whatever the leaders or the agents of the Federal 
Hara say or do as our representatives. To use a 
criptural phrase: “We are partakers of their 
ins,” Of course I know that our Assembly has 
tested time and again that we do not endorse 
ier heretical doctrines nor their objectional ac- 
Wities, These resolutions, couched in no uncertain 
ums, as documentary evidence, are embedded, if 
fat buried, in the Minutes of the Assembly where 
W people ever see them. But on the other hand 
it otticers and agents of the Federal Council: “Tell 
bic Gath, they publish it in the streets of As 
one: They proclaim it from the housetops, they 
nse it through the Associated Press. “We rep- 
Be 27,748,967 Protestant Church members and 
And i Ing denominations in the United States.” 

if they are asked: “Is the Southern Presbyte- 


rian Church one of those leading denominations?” 
They will reply: “Of course they are, and they con- 
tribute money to our support.” But they will never 
think it worthwhile to mention our resolutions of 
protest or pay any attention to them. 


I. Such being the case I want to know if the 
leaders of our Church are not leading us to the 
repudiation of some of the most fondly cherished 
principles and doctrines of our beloved Church? 
I will mention only two or three: 


1. Jesus Christ, the Great King and Head of the 
Church, is the Only Begotten Son of God and Equal 
with the Father. I have just read the masterly ser- 
mon preached at the organization of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church at Augusta, Ga., on De- 
cember 4, 1861, by Dr, B. M. Palmer, who was 
unanimously elected Moderator. This was a great 
sermon on a great occasion on a great theme— 
Jesus Christ the Great King and Head of the 
Church. I have just read and adored that matchless 
description in our Book of Church Order, couched 
in Scripture language, of Jesus the King and Head 
of the Church. Now compare these sublime declar- 
ations with the doubts and denials of the repre- 
sentatives of the Federal Council. With persistent 
regularity the Federal Council elects its President 
and exalts to high position men “who deny the 
Lord that bought them,” and “who make God a 
liar by not believing the record that God gave of 
His Son.” I John 5:10. 


2. The Spirituality of the Church and the Separ- 
ation of Church and State. This is one of the doc- 
trines that the Southern Baptists and the Southern 
Presbyterians have always contended for. Our Sou- 
thern Presbyterians were made the victims of a po- | 
litical deliverance in the General Assembly in 
Philadelphia, Pa., in May, 1861—the Gardner 
Springs resolutions requiring all Presbyterians to 
support the National Government at Washington. 
They undertook to settle the question that had 
brought on the war—whether one was subject to 
the Federal Government or to the State in which 
he lived. Dr. Charles Hodge, of Princeton Semi- 
nary, and 57 other commissioners filed a solemn 
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protest against this high-handed and unscriptural 
procedure. 


Christian liberty and freedom from persecution 
are involved in the separation of Church and 
State. “The weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds; casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” II Cor. 
10:4-5, According to Paul our weapons are spir- 
itual, not carnal. 


Synods and Councils are to handle or conclude 
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical: and are 
not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern 
the commonwealth unless by way of humble peti- 
tion in cases extraordinary, or by way of advice 
, for satisfaction of conscience, if they be thereunto 

required by the civil magistrate.” Con. Faith, Chap. 
XXXI, Par. IV. 


Did the civil magistrates require the Federal 
Council to carry on a lobby in Washington against 
our country being prepared to defend ourselves 
when it was known that the Japs and the Germans 
were arming to the teeth to destroy our people and 
to conquer our country? Did the civil magistrate 
require the leaders in the Federal Council to lobby 
in Washington for legislation that would inevitably 
stir up racial strife and strife between capital and 
labor in our Southland? Is it the business of the 
Church to advocate laws the purpose of which is 
not to maintain law and order but to ram some 
scheme down somebody else’s throat? Elijah at 
Sinai learned that God was not in the storm, nor 
in the lightning, nor in the earthquake, but in the 
“still small voice.” The leaders of the Federal 
Council are not only using our name and our 
money to promote legislation but to promote vi- 
cious legislation. And they do not ask us whether 
we like it or not. 


II. In the second place I want to ask if the 
leaders of our Church are not leading the Church 
to the alienation of many of the business men and 
industrialists of our Southern Presbyterian Church 
who have been irritated, aggravated, exasperated, 
if not infuriated, by the activities of the agents of 
the Federal Council coming into the South stirring 


up class strife between capital and labor—all in 


the name of twenty-seven million Protestant 
Church members and twenty-five leading denomi- 
nations, one of which is the Southern Presbyterian 
Church? This has been done in a number of com- 
munities in the South within recent months. Many 
of these business men are elders, deacons and 
members of our Southern Presbyterian Church and 
have been loyal and liberal supporters of our 
Church. But they do not relish such brazen viola- 
tion of the principles of our Church. They have 
always been taught that the mission of the Church 
is a spiritual mission and “To render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the 
things that are God’s.” 


Is it expedient for the Southern Church to 
alienate its most able supporters at this time, or 
any time? Last year our Church gave $26,271,- 
359.00 for all causes, $42.81 per capita. The last 
Assembly called upon the Church in a Program 
of Progress to raise $7,250,000.00 over a period 
of five years to rehabilitate our Foreign Mission 
Work and to advance in the home land. This is 
called for over and above our regular contribu- 
tions. Is this any time, if there ever was any time, 
to alienate the men who are supporting our 
Church in a large way? Is it wise to do this? Is it 
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not a foolish thing to do? It is known that 
sums of money in the hands of our men are be; 
withheld from our agencies and institutions and 
that money will not be available so long as this 
agitation continues about the Federal Council anj 
union with the Northern Church. 


Not many months ago the Southern Baptists y. 
ceived about eight million dollars for a college y 
Winston-Salem, N. C. So far as I know the donoy 
were not members of the Baptist Church. Withoy 
any reflection on any one but for our own gelf 
examination I want to ask: What appeal did thd 
Baptists have that we Presbyterians did not have! 
There were many reasons and no doubt good anj 
wise reasons why this money was given to the 
Southern Baptists. I do not profess to know but] 
can make some good guesses. 





1, The Southern Baptists believe that men ; 
lost without Christ and are doing something about 
it. They are preaching the gospel without fear ¢ 
favor, winning souls to Christ, and adding converts 
to their Church. God is blessing their efforts, ani 
they are growing fast in God’s appointed way 
They are not trying to grow “heap much” fast } 
uniting with some other denomination at the s 
rifice of their distinctive principles. 


2, The Southern Baptist Church is not entangle 
with the Federal Council of Churches—allowing 
them in the name of their Church to compromise 
their doctrines and deny the doctrines of evan 


gelical religion. They refuse to be partakers off; 


other men’s sins. 


3. The Southern Baptists are in the South and 
they are going to stay here; and their money, ex 
cept what they give to Foreign Missions and the 
American Bible Society, will stay in the South an 
there is no danger of its being siphoned off t 
— centralized Board in New York City or els 
where. 


I concede to The Outlook that the majority of 
our church leaders are in favor of the Feder 
Council, but I for one want to know: Where Ar 
They Leading Us? 


The Grace Of God 


“Man, according to the Bible, is not merely si 
in trespasses and sins; he is not merely in a W 
ened condition so that he needs divine help: bu 
he is dead in trespasses and sins. He can do abs) 
lutely nothing to save himself, and God saves hit 
by the gracious, sovereign act of the new birt 
The Bible is a tremendously uncompromising boo 
_ _ matter of the sin of man and the grace 0 

od. 


“The Biblical doctrine of the grace of God do¢ 
not mean, as caricatures of it sometimes represl 
it as meaning, that a man is saved against his wil 
No, it means that a man’s will itself is renewed 


His act of faith by which he is united to the Log 


Jesus Christ is his own act, He performs that 4 
gladly, and is sure that he never was so free 
when he performs it. Yet he is enabled to perfom 
it simply by the gracious, sovereign act of t 
Spirit of God. 


“Ah, my friends, how precious is that doctrl 
of the grace of God! It is not in accordance ¥ 
human pride. It is not a doctrine that we shou 
ever have evolved. But when it is revealed in God 
Word, the hearts of the redeemed cry, Amen. : , 
ners saved by grace love to ascribe not some ™ 
all of the praise to God.” —J. Gresham Machet. 
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The Book Of Amos 


By Rev. E. J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twentieth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Among the prophets of the Eighth Century B.C. 
‘Mite name of Amos is of particular importance. Al- 
though his ministry was primarily to the ten nor- 
tern tribes, Amos himself came from Tekoa, a 
wn about five miles to the south of Bethlehem 
of Judea. He was a herdsman and a dresser of 
yeamore fruit when the word of the Lord came 


‘Wm uto him. He himself relates his call to the pro- 


phetic ministry. 
The Call Of Amos 


The ministry of Amos was doubtless effective, 
fr the high priest, Amaziah, complained to the 
king: “Amos hath conspired against thee in the 
nidst of the house of Israel: the land is not able 
to bear all his words.” This was in reality high 
Gi praise, for it revealed that the words of the pro- 
Nem phet were indeed causing alarm. 


Amaziah also turned to Amos and spoke to him 
in an insulting way: “O thou seer, go, flee thee 
away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, 
aid prophesy there.”’ The implication contained in 
these words was that Amos was one of the pro- 
phetts who prophesied for money. Amos quickly 
replies: “I was no prophet, neither was I a pro- 
phet’s son; but I was an herdmen, and a gatherer 


prophesy unto my people Israel.” In these words 
we have the call of the prophet. He expressly de- 
macares that he had not belonged to one of the pro- 
gphetical bands, He was not a prophet. While, how- 
ter, he was engaged in his ordinary secular work, 
God spoke to him. This was his call. “Go, pro- 
phesy,” the Lerd had said. “Give up thy work,” 
Ne might paraphrase, “and go speak to the peo- 
ie,” . 


In obedience to this Divine command, Amos 
Went to the northern kingdom, and there began to 
declare the word of the Lord. The remarks of 


lisown heart was hardened, and that he was not 
Willing to hear the word of the Lord. In response 
to the high priest’s insolent words, Amos exhibits 

passionate boldness and his eager zeal to set 
firth the truth of God. 


The Approach To Israel 


_ The first two chapters of the book form a unit 
i themselves. The theme of this section appears 
i the words: “The Lord will roar from Zion, and 


lom@@utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habita- 


tions of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of 

el shall wither.” (Amos 1:2). With this an- 
wuncement Amos began his ministry, In these 
Words there is a tacit rebuke against the schism of 
€ northern tribes. The Lord speaks, not from 
} to Bethel, the sanctuaries of Israel, but from 
“tusalem. Zion is His dwelling place, and in Zion 
"8s to be found. However, the words which He 


utters from Jerusalem concern the sinful state of 
the northern kingdom. He will speak as a lion, and 
as a peal of thunder He will utter His voice. This 
voice of thunder will be effective, for that in which 
Israel delights will perish. The habitations of the 
shepherds and the top of Carmel will feel the 
effects of God’s voice. 


The subsequent verses of these two chapters ex- 
hibit how the voice of God strikes now here and 
now there until finally it comes to the northern 
kingdom, and the climax of the message is uttered: 
“Israel also shall be destroyed.” The approach 
which Amos employs is psychologically effective. 
He begins to speak about Damascus, then Gaza, 
then Tyre and so on until he comes to Judah and 
finally to Israel. Those Israelites who heard this 
message must have listened spellbound. For Amos 
employs a device which is calculated to captivate 
the attention of his hearers. He begins: “For three 
transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will 
not turn away the punishment thereof.” By this 
language the prophet means to indicate that Da- 
mascus has been guilty of many transgressions. 
Three and four taken together simply imply a mul- 
titude of transgressions. The device is effective. 
When the prophet has finished with Damascus, he 
introduces the threat against Gaza in the same 
way. Three transgressions of Gaza, and four, And 
so on he proceeds, substituting the names of other 
cities and countries until he comes finally to Israel. 


After this initial announcement of the certainty 
of the coming punishment, Amos sets forth one of 
two characteristic sins of the city or country 
which he is denouncing. For example: In speaking 
of Damascus, he mentions the fact that they “have 
threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of 
iron.” It is not clear precisely to what he refers, 
but very evidently this reference is to some act of 
cruelty or torture which was practised upon the 
inhabitants of Gilead. 


After singling out one or two characteristic sins 
of the country, Amos concludes by announcing 
the form of the punishment which the Lord will 
employ. Thus he proceeds, until finally he reaches 
the people of the northern tribes. They, no doubt, 
had thought that they were secure because they 
had placed a false confidence in the Divine elec- 
tion. However, in words of startling sadness and 
beauty, Amos makes clear the certainty of coming 
judgment: “Therefore, the — shall perish from 
the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his 
force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself: Nei- 
ther shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he 
that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself: nei- 
ther shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself. 
And he that is courageous among the mighty shall 
flee away naked in that day, saith the Lord.” 
(Amos 2:14-16), 


In this introductory section of the prophecy cer- 
tain specific sins of Israel are mentioned. It is evi- 
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dent that injustice characterized the rulers of the 
people. Bribes seem to have been common. Sec- 
ondly, vileness of an extremely low kind was pre- 
sent. Simply for the sake of desecrating the sanc- 
tuary and profaning the name of the Lord, a man 
and his father would consort with the same wo- 
man. Lastly, the people sought to interfere with 
the work of the Lord. They commanded the pro- 
phets not to prophesy and to the Nazarites who 
had pledged themselves not to drink wine, they 
gave wine to drink. Thus one is enabled to see the 
base spirit which had spread over the nation. The 
time was ripe for judgment. When Amos spoke as 
he did, he struck home, and one may readily under- 
stand why Amaziah rebelled against such messages, 


The Heart Of The Prophecy 


The heart of the prophecy is found in Chapters 
3-6. Three of these chapters begin with the expres- 
sion: “Hear ye this word.” In this section Amos 
makes clear the indictment against the northern 
nation. With powerful word pictures he sets forth 
the iniquitous condition of the people. This section 
is one in which even negative criticism appears to 
delight. But it is necessary to guard against a mis- 
understanding of the prophet. It has sometimes 
been argued that the heart of the prophetical mes- 
sage lay merely in his demand for ethical reform. 
He was, so to speak, a forerunner of the social 
gospel, He was not interested in questions of doc- 
trine, but rather of ethics. Particularly was he op- 
posed to the sacrificial system then prevalent in 
the nation. His words, “Have ye offered unto me 
sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty 
years, O house of Israel” (5:25), have been 
thought to indicate that he did not regard the sac- 
rificial system as having been given to the people 
in the wilderness. 


These conceptions, however, are erroneous. In 
the first place, Amos, as the better critical scholars 
are now acknowledging, is not condemning sacri- 
fice as such. What Amos condemns is the misuse 
of sacrifice. Apparently the prophet had to face a 
mere formalism in religion. The nation offered its 
sacrifies and trusted in them. The accompanying 
purity of heart was not to be found. This of course 
would bring forth the prophet’s denunciations, But 
it is incorrect to say that Amos condemned sacri- 
fice as such. There is not a word in the book to 
support this erroneous tenet. 


Furthermore, it is equally erroneous to regard 
Amos as in any sense a forerunner of the so- 
called social gospel. Amos was interested in ethics 
and in social reform. So, also, is orthodox Chris- 
tianity. But Amos was also interested in doctrine. 
He well saw that doctrine and ethics go hand in 
hand. Nowhere in the book does Amos leave the 
impression that doctrine is unimportant and that 
all that is necessary is social reform, Thank God, 
this barren message of the so-called social gospel 
is not to be found in the words of this prophecy. 


Amos was intensely interested that the people 
should return unto the Lord. He desired that they 
come into right relations with Him, and that they 
worship Him in a proper manner. Then, coupled 
with this, he desired that the people, both in their 
individual and their corporate lives, should en- 
deavor to express the principles of their holy re- 
ligion. So it must ever be. Doctrine and ethics 
must go hand in hand. It is impossible to have 
right living without right thinking. And when 
right living is not present, right thinking also 
vanishes. Doctrine and life cannot be separated, 
and great harm has been done by the modernistic 
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social gospel in its endeavor to decry doctrine ang 
to stress social ethics. This is not a good thing 
but a very bad thing, When our hearts are right 
with the Holy God, then, and then alone, wil] we 
endeavor to live as we should, both as individuals 
and as a society. Let us well learn this lesson from 
Amos. 
The Great Visions 


The last three chapters of the book contain 
series of five visions which further amplify the 
message already set forth. In each one of thes 
visions an object lesson is set forth. Thus, the vis. 
ions of the grasshoppers (7:1-3) show the sure 
approach of doom for the nation. Each of these 
visions is deserving of particular study. It is the 
last, however, which will particularly engage us, 
Here the prophet rises from the note of doom to 
that of future blessing, Because he does this, some 
of the negative critical scholars refuse to believe 
that Amos composed the last verses of his pro- 
phecy. Amos, they say in effect, never prophesied 
blessing, but only woe. Hence, since these verses 
do not fit in with their theory, they cut them out. 


This, however, is both arbitrary and unwarranted, 
Amos has indeed prophesied doom. But his mes. 
sage is not one of unrelieved gloom. After the pre- 
dicted punishment there is to come a time of bless- 
ing. It is the common salvation of which all the 
prophets speak. It is to take place “‘in that day,” 
and it will consist in the raising again of the booth 
of David that is now fallen. These words may be 
difficult to understand, but let us remember that 
James based his message upon them (Acts 15) 
and interpreted them to mean that God would call 
out the Gentiles and bring the blessing of salva- 
tion to them, Thus, this remarkable prophecy of 
Amos, for it is indeed remarkable, closes with 
Jesus Christ. It ends with hope. It points to salva- 
tion. “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the 
ree of grapes him that soweth seed; and the 
mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills 
shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity of 
my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine 
yards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also 
make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And! 
will plant them upon their land, and they shall no 
more be pulled up out of their land which I have 
given them, saith the Lord thy God.” 


A Conviction Of Sin 


“Is it not utterly hopeless to try to get the peo 
ple of the Twentieth Century to take the law of 
God with any seriousness or to be the slightest bit 
frightened about their sins? 


“I answer: Certainly it is hopeless, Absolutely 
hopeless. As hopeless as it is for a camel to try t0 
pass through the eye of a needle. 


“But, you see, there is One who can do hopeless 
things. That is the Spirit of the living God. 


“Do not fear, you Christians. The Spirit of God 
has not lost His power. In His own good time, He 
will send His messengers even to a wicked al 
adulterous and careless generation. He will caus 
Mount Sinai to overhang and shoot forth flames; 
He will convict men of sin; He will break dow! 
men’s pride; He will melt their stony hearts. Thet 
He will lead them to the Saviour of their souls 

—J. Gresham Machen. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Dec. 7: Christian 
Fellowship 


Scripture: III John; Devotional Reading: I Corin- 
thians 1:10-17. 


What is the basis of Christian Fellowship and of 
Christian Union, about which we hear so much? 
Does it consist in oneness of name or oneness of 
girit? Is it a question of ong organization, or of 
me denomination? (The writer has many dear 
friends in other churches, He has, for instance, an 
especially close friend and brother in the Baptist 
church. He often preaches in his church and has 
him in his church. Neither of us would wish or try 
to have the other change his denomination, or unite 
our churches, but we enjoy the closest and sweetest 
Christian fellowship. This is only one case of many.) 


In I Corinthians 1:11-17 we have this brought 
out in the clearest way. The divisions in the church 
strike much deeper than mere outward forms or 
names, We have different groups of Christians in 
different cities, like Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi. 
They seemed to have different names. In Antioch 
they were called “Christians,” in most places, 
“Brethren,” or “saints,” or “Believers,” or those 
who followed “The Way.” They recognized that 
they were one, as we see from the “Council of Jeru- 
salem,” but it was oneness of belief, of judgment, 
of mind and heart. The tie that bound them 
together was belief in Christ, love for Him and for 
one another. 


The church at Corinth was one organized body 
—as the others were—but there were divisions in 
i. There was not that spiritual unity which the 
apostle Paul so earnestly desired. So, a church, or 
a denomination, for that matter, may have one 
name or organized form of government, but neither 
have fellowship or unity, while two churches, or 
denominations, which differ widely in outward 
form may have real spiritual unity. 


It seems to us that those who have sq much to 
say about “Organic Union” are “beside the mark.” 
We might have a union of all Protestant Churches 
in one great “World Church,” and have no real 
wity. Denominations do not break the unity of 
the church. Christ did not warn His disciples to 

are of denominations, but beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and of Herod, The 
wedge which is being driven into the Church today 


is this wedge—the wedge of Formalism, Unbelief, 
Worldiness. 


Let us now consider some of the marks of 
Christian Fellowship as we find them in III John. 


We have four kinds of Christians in this church, 
a represented by the three men mentioned; three 
ae promoting Christian Fellowship of the highest 
wrt, while the fourth is hindering and hurting and 
almost destroying it. 


I, Gaius: A Healthy Christian. 1-4. His soul was 
pappering ; so much so that John prays that his 
dy may be as well as his soul. 


We spend lots of time and money on our bodies, 
e them well. We have our doctors, and 


nurses and hospitals and medicines and books by 
the thousand, This is good: but there is something 
better; SOUL-HEALTH. 


We cannot all be well physically; we can spirit- 
ually. There is balm in Gilead, and a Physician 
there. He healed all manner of sickness and all 
manner of bodily diseases; He can do the same for 
our souls. He can make us well; He can keep us 
well. If we walk in the truth we shall live healthy 
Christian lives. 


Just as sick bodies are a hindrance, and often a 
menance, to fellowship, so sick souls are a menace 
or a hinderance to spiritual fellowship. There can 
be no real fellowship in a church until there is 
soul health. James says, “Confess your faults one 
to another and pray one for another that ye may 
be healed.” Diseased Christians cause divisions in 
the church. Would that all our churches were filled 
with men like Gaius! 


II. Gaius: A Helping Christian, 5-8. If there is 
to be real fellowship in the church we must help 
each other be fellow-helpers to the truth. Gaius was 
doing this, He was “bringing forward on their 
journey” his fellow Christians. 


There are all sorts of Christians in the church; 
weak and strong; old and young; rich and poor; 
learned and ignorant: we have Great-hearts and 
Hopefuls; Fearings and Ready-to halts. We are to 
minister to each other of our material and spiritual 
gifts and blessings. 


When we help éach other, we are helping Christ, 
for we are members of His Body. (When we hurt 


a > ac we are hurting Christ, wounding 
Him). 


When we help others, we help ourselves. When 
the great Indian preacher, Sadhu Sundar Singh 
struggled with the freezing man in the snow on 
the mountain in Tibet, he warmed the blood in his 
own veins. When we help to save a soul or restore 
a fallen brother, we bring new warmth into our 
own souls. 


“Look all around you, Find someone in need; 
Help somebody today.” 


III, Diotrephes: A Hindering Christian. 9-11. 
This man was hurting the church; breaking up its 
unity and fellowship. What was wrong with 
Diotrephes? 


(1) He loved to have the pre-eminence. Pride 
was one of his besetting sins. Pride breaks up 
Christian fellowship. If we are to enjoy real “Com- 
munion of Saints,” we must have genuine Humility 
—not a Uriah Heep variety, but the true kind, 


(2) He talked too much, and too critically, 
about his fellow Christians: “Prating against us 
with malicious words,” as John puts it. How wag- 
ging tongues, malicious tongues, gossipping tongues, 
ean destroy Christian Fellowship! There is nothing 
deadlier known to men or devils. 


(3) He was stubborn, hard-headed, harsh, in his 
dealings with his brethren in the church. He would 
not receive the brethren, forbad those who would, 
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and casts them out of the church. The right sort 
of church discipline is a good thing, but we have to 
be careful who “casts the first stone.’”? We have 


to be guided by a spirit of meekness, the spirit 
of Christ. 


One man like Diotrephes can do more to break 
up unity in the church than a dozen good men can 
remedy. Do not be a Diotrephes: follow not that 
which is evil, but that which is good. 


If we are to enjoy real fellowship we must be 
humble, kind in word and deed, gentle in our 
actions. The servant of the Lord must not strive, 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient. 


IV. Demetrius: Of Good Report: A Heard-From 
Christian. 12. Demetrius was a fine advertisement 
for the church—better than a long “write up” in 
the paper, His “good report’? went out—sounded 
forth—like a clear-toned bell calling all those a- 
round to the fellowship of the church. 


Someone asked Dr. Beecher one day why his 
church grew so rapidly. He said, “I preach on 
Sunday to 200 people, and then I have 200 people 
who go out and preach every day of the week.” 
Demetrius was preaching every day of the week, 


It is a wonderful blessing to have a church full 
of men and women like Demetrius. You can have 
_ such sweet communion when you meet, and they 

are like so many magnets to draw others within 
the fold. 


In this New Testament Church, described by 
John, we have these good examples to follow, and 
this evil example to shun. “Imitate not that which 
is evil, but that which is good.” Be like Gaius and 
Demetrius: abhor the very name of Diotrephes: his 
name means divisions, disunity, distress, death, to 
the church. 

Fellowship is a spiritual matter: so is unity. 
There can be no union, no fellowship with men like 
Diotrephes, even though they belong to the same 
church. John could have blessed fellowship with 
these others though living in a far distant place, 
and having to write “with pen and ink.” 


You cannot mix oil and water. An evangelical 
Christian, believing the great fundamental facts of 
our glorious Gospel, can have no true fellowship 
with one who denies these great facts. Paul, whose 
heart was as big, and love as strong as any man 
who ever lived, says “though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed.” (Gal. 1:8, 9) Two real believers who 
“Love the Lord,’ may belong to separate arganiz- 
ations, or denominations, and have perfect fellow- 
ship, We believe in the “Communion of Saints,” 
most heartily, but the “Saints” must have the 
same mind in the Lord—must believe alike, think 
alike, feel alike. 


a 


Lesson For Dec. 14: Loyalty 
Under Persecution 


Scripture: Revelation 1-7; Acts 16:16-40; I Peter 
4:12-19; 5:6-7. Devotional Reading: Revelation 3:7- 
13. 


Christ warned His disciples about persecution. 
In John 15:18-21 He told them that they would be 
hated and persecuted by the world: they had perse- 
cuted Him; they would persecute them, He also 
encouraged them by saying, “Be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.” 
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This conflict dates back to the Garden of Eden 
The seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent 
have been at war ever since the fall of man. When 
our Savior was on earth the battle waxed fierce; 
and reached its climax, and it was not long before 
the Early Church felt the full force of it. 


The whole Book of Revelation is a picture of this 
struggle and in it we have an account of the final 
and complete victory of the Lamb—a triumphant 
King and a triumphant Church. 


Our Devotional Reading gives us the letter to 
the church at Philadelphia—the Loyal and Faithfyl 
Church. This church is a type and illustration of 
the loyal church as a whole, and of every individual 
church which has been called upon to pass through 
the fire and prove its loyalty and faithfulness, 


We can only glance briefly at some of the many 
lessons found in these selections for study: 


I. Some Pictures From Revelation: Rev. 1-7, 
Chapter 1. In this chapter we have the Introduction 
and Salutation of the apostle John, who has been 
banished to the Isle of Patmos, “for the word of 
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” The 
setting, the atmosphere of the book is that of 
Persecution for the sake of Christ. 


There follows the first Vision which John sees, 
being “in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day;” a glorious 
unveiling of the risen and ascended Head of the 
Church as He stands in the midst of the candle- 
sticks. (1:12-16) “And when I saw Him I fell at 
His feet as dead.” Would it not do the Church, 
and especially leaders in the Cnurch, good to see 
such a Vision today, when the attempt to belittle 
Him is evident on every side? 


John is commanded to write these Seven letters 
to the seven churches. 


Chaptess 2 and 3: These letters ought to be in- 
scribed somewhere in every church so that we 
could look in this Mirror and see ourselves as He 
sees us. Would this not be better than stained glass 
windows? How little these letters are read or 
studied, or heeded! And yet a special blessing is 
pronounced upon those who read or hear the words 
of this prophecy, 


Ephesus is a picture of the Church which has left 
its first love; no longer loves Him as they did at 
first. We have seen that leve is the thing the 
Great Shepherd is looking for, and we can readily 
understand His words of reproach and rebuke and 
solemn warning to this Church. 


Smyna is the Persecuted Church—the devil shall 
cast some of you into prison and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days. To those who are faithful, He 
promises a crown of life. 


(Pergamos is the church which has its faithful 
martyr, but is beginning to be infected with false 
teaching—the doctrine of Balaam and of the Nicol- 
aitanes—which He hates. 


Thyatira is the Corrupt Church which has beea 
seduced to commit fornication and eat things 
sacrificed to idols. 


Sardis is dead, yet having a name to live, but 
even in Sardis there are a few who have not 
defiled themselves. (God always has a remnant.) 


Philadelphia, as we have seen, is faithful. 


Laodicea is Lukewarm—-sickening to the Great 
Head of the Church. 








orev 


reat 








Nov. 15,1947 


= 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Page 13 









What could be more profitable to the Church 
of all ages than the constant reading and pondering 
of these messages? Is there not need for such 
study? We find illustrations of Periods of Church 
History, of different sections of the church, and 
of individual churches. 


There is one characteristic phrase common to 
all these letters which denotes “Loyalty Under 
Persecution.”’ This phrase is, “He that overcometh,” 
or, “To him that overcometh.” All these churches 
faced certain conditions which called for loyalty: 
sometimes it was persecution; sometimes false and 
seductive doctrines; sometimes coldness, indiffer- 
ence, self-satisfaction. There is always a glorious 
promise to the one who overcomes. 


Chapter 4 contains the great Throne Vision, 
especially the One who sat upon the throne. Sur- 
rounding this throne are twenty-four lesser thrones, 
the twenty-four elders, and the “living Creatures.” 
These are most beautiful symbols, and while we 
cannot be sure of their exact meaning, we can be 
sure of the meaning of this vision as a whole, and 
praise Him Who sits upon the throne, and for the 
part that we shall have in His Victory. 


Chapter 5 tells of the “Lion-Lamb” Who is 
worthy to open the book. It closes with an ascription 
of praise to Him. 


Chapter 6 gives the opening of the six seals: the 
four horsemen—wWhite, Red, Black, Pale, and the 
significance of these, “Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse” as they ride out into the world, sym- 
bolic of The Gospel, of War, of Famine, of Death. 
When the fifth seal is opening we see under the 
altar the souls of those that were slain for the 
Word of God, and for the testimony which they 
gave. Here we catch a glympse of the heaven-side 
of persecution. When the sixth seal is opened, “the 
great day of His wrath is come.” 


Chapter 7 describes the sealing of the 144,000 
of all the tribes of Israel, and the Great Multitudes 
that no man can number who have come up out of 

eat tribulation and washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, and closes with 
a glorious picture of their blessed condition as the 
Lamb feeds them and leads them and _ satisfies 
them, and God wipes all tears from their eyes. 


Out of this atmosphere of tribulation and perse- 
cution we are brought to this victorious Consum- 
mation, and Loyalty is richly rewarded. 


A Sample of Persecution: Acts 16:16-40. Paul 
and Silas had come to Philippi: Lydia becomes the 
first convert: they cast the evil spirit out of the 
slave girl; the result being imprisonment of a most 
severe type with bleeding backs, and feet fast in 
the stocks. 


This is the somber background for one of the 
most dramatic and amazing incidents in the Book 
of Acts: the earthquake, the conversion of the 
jailor, and the subsequent release of Paul and Silas. 


We usually stress the Conversion of the jailor, 
ut in our lesson today we wish to emphasize the 
LOYALTY and Courage of these two men as they 
suffered persecution. There are not many men who 
would sing and pray under like conditions. Perhaps 
this was the first time this sort of thing had been 
heard in that jail. No wonder God wrought a mighty 
miracle in nature and a mighty miracle of grace 
in a sinner’s heart. God honors those who are loyal 
to Him. This bit of persecution redounded to His 
glory and the advancement of the cause. Persecu- 
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tion does not kill the church; it takes false teaching 
and false living to do that. 


Peter’s Words About Persecution: I Peter 4:12- 
19; 5:6-7. Peter is writing to those of the Disper- 


sion—to Christians who have been scattered by 
persecution. 


He tells them that they are not to think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try them, 
but rejoice that they are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings. These early Christians never imagined 
that “The Way” was an easy way: they rejoiced 
that they were worthy to suffer. 


Peter warns them, however, that none of them 
suffer as an evil-doer, but if he suffered as a 
Christian, never be ashamed, for Christ was the 
Great Sufferer. 


We are to humble ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, casting all our care (anxiety) upon 
Him: He cares for us. 


If these people could be loyal under the fierce 
persecutions of those days, should we not be loyal 
under the petty persecutions of our day? Some of 
our brethren have had fiery trials even in this age. 
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PLAIN FACTS ABOUT THE SO - CALLED UNION 


BETWEEN THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


AND THE 


NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Many of the advocates of the Plan of Union now before our Church have continued to cry with 
a loud voice about the fairness of the Plan, and of the many advantages that it contains for 
our Church. 


I am not going to talk about the advantages because frankly, after a deep and careful study of 


the Plan, I have not been able to find any. But I do want to talk about this So-called Fairness of 
the Plan of Union. 


Here is a small tabulation comparing some U.S. Synods, and U.S.A. Synods, as to communi- 
cant members and Commissioners in the Proposed New General Assembly. Notice carefully how 
this comparison works out and see if you can find any fairness in it. 


U. S. Synods Members Comm. U.S.A. Synods Members Comm. 


a | 10 Mid-Bewth ... ww wc wna un ss SA 18 
Appalachia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 34,213 12 ee 16 
a ) 8 I ns di ew ee et ee ee eee 12 
a 12 ee 10 
ae, 12 North Dakota .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11,822 12 
SS ae 6 ee 6 
PINS ok i es SS C—O 10 
South Carolina .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 44,520 16 I 26 


How Do Tue Asove Ficures Look To YouP 


-Are you going to be fooled by misinformation like the above? Are 
you going to vote to exchange your present 100 percent control of 


your own Church for a 20 percent interest in someone else’s Church? 
I don’t think that you will! 


SIGNED: RANDOLPH B. LEE 
PATRICK, S. C. 
Ruling Elder in First Presbyterian Church of Cheraw, S. C. 











Nov. 15, 1947 





Vesper Topics For 
December 
Dec. 7: Christmas Is Coming 


Introduction 


Christmas is coming, if you don’t believe it look 
at your calendar. Or maybe you won’t need to look 
at the calendar because you already have the days 
marked until the Christmas vacation when you can 
go home. Or maybe you have already been figuring 
on what you wanted the folks to give you. 


If most of us would look into our minds and 
hearts to see how we are thinking about Christmas 
we would find that mostly we are thinking in terms 
of what we have done on Christmas in years gone 
by and what we want most to do this year. 


But in this old world of ours that seems almost 
to be rocking back on its heels, just waiting to be 
knocked out by the many things that are wrong, 
we might do well to think of Christmas in terms 
of what it means to our world, But to see what 
Christmas can mean to our world we must be able 
to approach that old, old, but ever new story of 
the Christ Child with the same equipment that we 
see in those who first received the Christ Child 
when He was born in the long ago. The world 
today is pretty much as it was then, with all its 
hatreds, greeds, classes, and evils, and those who 


truly receive the Christ Child must have the same ~ 


spiritual qualities. 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 


(Luke 2:21-39) 


1. The Way Of Obedience: 2:21-24,39. The first 
ones to receive the Christ Child were Mary and 
Joseph, and we find that from the very beginning 
they sought to do exactly as the Lord commanded 
in every detail. When Jesus was eight days old we 
find them bringing Him into the Temple to be cir- 
cumcised just as God had said. God sent Christ into 
the world to be received by men and followed by 
men, and unless we are willing to receive Him into 
our lives and follow Him in obedience He will 


never mean much to us nor to the world through 
us, 


2. The Eye Of Faith: Verses 25-30. When the 
holy family arrived at the Temple they were met 
by Simeon, a righteous and sincere man who was 
looking for God’s promise to be fulfilled. As soon 
as he saw the baby Jesus he took the babe, blessed 
God and gave testimony to the fact that in this 
babe the world would find the salvation of God. 
Such a testimony required faith, for to all out- 
ward appearances this babe was no different from 
any other babe and the world was big, and Rome 
was powerful. What difference could a little babe 
make? Today as we look back we see that Simeon 
was right. The Babe is still reigning in the hearts 
of millions. But what of the future? We must 
simply go on preaching Christ and living Christ to 
the ends of the earth. But what difference will 
preaching make? Anybody can talk. But God has 
chosen the foolishness of preaching Christ as the 
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means of saving those who believe and as men be- 
lieve they are transformed by power divine. There 
is no other way. But in a big and powerful world 
it takes the eye of faith to see that the preaching 
of Christ is the hope of the world, 


3. The Spirit Of Prophecy: Verses 31-35. Simeon 
realized that even though this babe was destined 
to be the Saviour of those who put their trust in 
Him and a light to bring light to the Gentiles, yet 
also it would be true that men would not come to 
Him, but rather He would be the cause of division 
and strife. Men would not be able to be neutral in 
His presence. And ever since that day millions have 
been loyal to Him and millions have fought against 
Him and His cause, And it will ever be so until He 
comes, and many will be for Him but many will be 
against Him. We have a warfare to fight, and we 
must be willing to stand true. At Christmas time 
the message must be more than an appealing story. 
The message calls for us to take sides with Christ, 
and when we do we are in a battle. 


4. The Tongue Of Testimony: Verses 36-39. And 
while this was going on Anna, a devout woman, 
entered and beholding the babe gave her personal 
thanks and testimony to God for His gift. When 
we have taken sides with Christ we must tell the 
world of who He is and what He means to us. 

Christ is God’s Christmas gift to the world, and 
by His power He can transform the world. But at 
Christmas time we need to remember that yours 
and mine is the task of being sure that we receive 
Him and walk in the way of obedience, that we 
see with the eye of faith what He is able to do in 
the lives of those who trust Him, that we have a 
knowledge of the cost of allegiance to Him, and 
that we stand up and give our testimony for Him 
to all the world. 

Suggestions 


The saddest thing about Christmas in America 
is that we forget all about Christ and the Church 
and lose ourselves in a mad round of shopping 
and pleasure, that at best ruins the spirit of the 
season and at its worst denies the very Lord whose 
birth we remember. Often others remind us of this 
fact and urge us to be more unselfish and more 
reverent as we think of Him whose birthday we 
remember. But in this program we must go one 
step farther and remember that our world is wait- 
ing in need for us to really receive Christ into our 
hearts in such a wav that we go forth to witness 
for Him and win others to Him. Christmas is a call 
to dedication to Christ and His cause, Be sure to 
study the passage and emphasize the need for obe- 
dience, faith, insight, and testimony among Chris- 
tians today. 

—————_—>—_——_———_ 


Dec. 14: Peace To Men On Earth 
Introduction 


As Christmas approaches we begin to hear again 
the angel announcement: 


Glory to God in the highest, 
On earth, peace and good-will among men. 


In this year of our Lord 1947 we remember how 
just a few years ago we felt if only the war would 
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be over and peace come once more then all would 
be well. But now we are having more and more 
talk about peace, and with it all it seems that 
peace is farther away than ever. What’s wrong? 


We need to remember that peace can not be 
framed by law and regulation, Peace is not an 
end in itself. There are things that make for peace, 
and. when we have these things that make for 
peace in the lives of people we can have peace, 
but as long as the things that make for war are 
dwelling in the hearts of people then we must have 
war. This angelic announcement only reminds us 
that now that Christ has come we are assured that 
one day there shall be peace among men of earth. 


But in God’s Word we have some clear teaching 
about peace, and we must follow this truth or we 
shall miss the mark. Let’s outline it from the 


Scriptures. 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Peace With God: Romans 5:1. Men don’t 
seem to want to admit it very much these days, 
but the way men behave proves it so. Man, by nat- 
ural birth and behavior is separated from God, 
dead in sins, and his mind is at enmity with God, 
that is in his mind he does not want what God 
wants. But when we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven the sins of the past and the 
Holy Spirit comes into our hearts and we have 
peace with God. The guilt is removed and we stand 
in right relation to God. Until men come to the 
place where they are justified with God by faith 
in Christ men are out of right relation with God 
and can never bring forth the things that make 
for peace. 


2. Peace From God: Ephesians 2:14-15. But when 
we believe and are justified Christ comes into our 
hearts, and He is our peace. Thus we have peace 
from God, the Prince of Peace Himself in our 
hearts. The Prince of Peace in our heart is the 
root from which the fruit that makes for peace 
can alone grow. 


8. Peace Of God: Philippians 4:6-7. As the trials 
and tribulations of life come we often worry and 
fret, often we fear the things that are liable to 
come upon us. But if we realize that the Prince of 
Peace lives in our hearts and by faith we cast 
every care upon Him, then we have peace of mind 
and heart, the peace of God. Only those who have 
peace of mind and heart can lead others into any 
kind of peace. 


4. Peace By God: Isaiah 2:2-4. Those who re- 
ceive Christ and find peace day by day will be 
men of good-will whose lives will make for peace, 
but true and final peace lies beyond history in that 
day when Christ shall rule and reign in that earth 
of peace and good-will. Then will we know that 
just and durable peace for which we all long. 


The angelic announcement of peace among men 
includes all these parts of God’s truth about 
eace—peace from God, peace of God, and peace 
y God. 
Suggestions 


Study this whole matter of peace in the light of 
the Scripture outline. The Christmas announcement 
of the angels is so beautiful and appealing that we 
Christians often let pure sentiment take the place 
of the truth of God. You might ask different ones 
in the group to explain what they think the words 
mean, then have four different young people ex- 

lain each of the Scripture passages in the outline 
esson. 
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Thanksgiving Day 


Tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day 
And I am glad, because 
Grandma’s coming for a visit 
Like she always does. 


Daddy says Thanksgiving Day 

Is a day that’s set aside 

That our whole nation may give thanks 
For the good things that betide. 


He said that I should make a list 

Of the things I’m thankful for; 

Then pause and think—what would I do 
If they were mine no more. 


I laughed; why such an easy task 
Just made me want to shout; 

But, goodness, there’s a lot of things 
I couldn’t do without! 


There’s mamma, dear, and daddy— 
’Course they just came with me; 

But s’pose they hadn’t; wouldn’t that 
Be a calamity? 


Then there’s my doll that Santa put 
Beneath the Christmas tree; 
My roller skates, and bike, and sled, 
My jump-rope—and Marie— 


(She lives next door; we’re best of friends 
And always play together) ; 

My Sunday coat, and Sunday hat— 

(It has a long red feather!) 


And there’s my muff and new red dress; 
And kid gloves, too (my first), 

And red snow boots—I wonder 

Just which I’d miss the worst! 


Daddy said, “‘Aren’t you forgetting 
The sunshine and the breeze? 

The little robins in the nests 

Up in the apple trees? 


“The daisies in the meadows, 
The grass upon the lawn, 
The brilliant skies at sunset— 
The burst of light at dawn?” 


“But, daddy,” I protested, 

“Those things—why—they’re just there!” 
“Ah, but Someone is responsible— 
Someone has to care!” 


“My goodness!” I said weakly, 
“This list just grows and grows; 
And how can I remember 

To whom each ‘thank you’ goes?” 


I thought it would be difficult— 
But really it was not; 

I just made my list complete, then 
Thanked God for the lot! 


By Mrs. A. V. Zimmermann 
2523 Marye Street 
Alexandria 16, La. 
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PRESSYVTERION PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


The Foundation Grows 


What is this Foundation that is growing? None 
other than the Historical Foundation of our Church. 
According to reports—the latest at hand, dated 
July 1, 1947—plans for the new building of the 
Foundation are creating interest even beyond the 
bounds of our Church. The American Archivist, 
professional journal for official custodians of 
records in the United States and other countries of 
the Western Hemisphere, carried in its April issue 
two floor plans and a drawing of the structure as 
it will appear from Assembly Drive. This is the 
first time that this professional journal has pub- 
lished a building plan. There is also a description 
carried in The Historical Foundation. News, in that 
same April issue of The American Archivist. 


And what are the Synodical Auxiliaries doing? 
Texas is the latest one to exceed its quota to the 
Building Fund, a quota higher than the suggested 
amount for any other Synodical Auxiliary. Part 
of the Texas gift is a memorial to the Rev. Samuel 
Mills Tenney, a native Texan, and the one who 
began the historical work in that state and who is 
also largely responsible for the Historical Founda- 
tion at Montreat. As reported in July, the total 
gifts of the women of the Church through their 
auxiliaries was $32,822.17. 


Other organizations in the local church are 
making gifts in accordance with the plan of the 
Plaque of Recognition. A gift of $100 carries the 
privilege of having the name of some person added 
to this plaque, Sunday school classes have given 
funds honoring their teachers; Sunday school 
superintendents have been likewise honored; re- 
tiring auxiliary presidents have been surprised to 
know that their auxiliaries have honored them in 
this way; and historians have been so honored by 
their local presbyterial or synodical auxiliaries. No 
gtoup deserves more recognition in that new 
building than the auxiliary historians. They have 
done a great work and even now a greater one is 


laid before them. This latest work is the prepar- 
ation of an individual sketch of every man and 
woman whose life was given for our country in 
the late war. That in itself is a monumental work, 
but the auxiliary historians will do it and do it well. 
All honor to them and to the Staff of the Historical 
Foundation and to every person whose gift is 
making possible the erection of the much needed 
new Historical Foundation Building at Montreat. 
——_~.————— 


A Service Man Started It 
Special emphasis is being laid this year on the 
annual promotion of Worldwide Bible Readin 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas. This is the fourt 
year the reading program has been followed, 


From the little seed planted by the lonely young 
Marine on Guadacanal when he wrote his mother 
asking they join invisible hands by a simultaneous 
daily reading of the Bible, of which the Bible- 
reading plan was the outcome, the program has 
spread to many lands. Last year twenty different 
countries participated. 


The 1947 theme is “One World—One Book.” A 
big vision. But “without vision the people perish.” 
And the Bible Society is firmly convinced that if 
there is to be “One World,” the sure foundation 
on which it can rest is the “One Book.” 


Never has the need for the books been greater. 
Twenty-four million Bibles annually are needed to 
catch up with a world shortage of the Scriptures 
according to a report compiled by the delegates, 
representing 17 national Bible Societies, meeting 
recently in Birkhoven, Holland, at the first con- 
ference of the International Bible Societies. Europe 
needs 7,000,000 of these it was shown, with 
Germany, where there was no printing of the Bible 
for ten years, leading the shortage by 5,000,000 
copies. 


“For years we were unable to buy Bibles, so that 
a great scarcity prevailed everywhere,” a pastor 
from Vorsfelde has written to the Bible Society. 
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‘THE Book For Our Time!’ 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,” and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


THEREFORE 
(TAND 


$3.00 
Postpaid 


ReaD WHat OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 


masterpiece!’’ —Frank S. Mead, Christian 
Herald. 
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ATTENTION MINISTERS 
AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You. May Obtain 
A Copy Of 


“ THEREFORE STAND ° 


By Wilbur M. Smith 


FREE 
Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of « friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- 
scription may be either for himself or for some- 
one else. This offer good only to ministers and 
elders under conditions described above. We shall 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy 
postpaid. 


OFFER Goop ONLY UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1947 


THE 
WEAVERVILLE. 


“This scarcity however took especially grievous 
forms when there turned hither the flood of 
hundreds of thousands of refugees from the east of 
our country, who could not in one instance bring 
their Bibles from home. How painful was it for us, 
as these refugees often longed so deeply for a 
Bible and we could not fulfil their request. In all 
their need of body and soul the Word of God 
should be their comfort and stay, but we could not 
give it to them. Now we are able again to give a 
Bible to at least a few, their shaken souls can 
again secure strength and comfort from the Holy 
Scriptures. We therefore thank you heartily for 
your gift and ask you to extend our gratitude to 
those who have helped to make it.” 


America’s G. I. ambassadors in Japan have done 
so good a job that the Janpanese are eager to know 
the Book that America reads, While the plates of 
the Japanese Bible were not destroyed in the 
bombing of Tokyo, in that country there is neither 
paper nor presses. Through the help of Chaplain 
(Col.) Ivan Bennett, the plates were airplaned to 
this country. Bibles, Testaments and Portions in 
Janpanese have already been delivered there. So 
great has been the call for the books that by the 
end of last year only 200, out of nearly 750,000 
copies, were left in the Japan Bible Society’s office. 
A program of production in this country that ex- 
tends to 150,000 Bibles and 1,100,000 Testaments 
is in process to meet the demand. 

Recently the American Bible Society, through 
Dr. C. L. Hsia, member of the Board of Managers 
of the Bible Society and alternate delegate to the 
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Security Council of the Chinese delegation to the 
United Nations, presented the Honorable Trygve 
Lie, Secretary General of the United Nations, with 
an English Bible and a Testment in his own native 
language of Norwegian. Mr. Lie said that he had 
read the Bible many times. As a child in Norway he 
had been given a Bible, a custom that is prevalent 
there, so that when he learned to read, he read 
in the Bible. The Bible is one of the first books 
the children of Norway come to know. 


Then as he stood in his office at Lake Success, 
with the bright, colorful flags of the different 
countries belonging to the United Nations blowing 
in the breeze outside the building, he opened the 
English Bible and sat down at the table. “Gentle- 
men,” he said, “look at this.” There in the clear 
rint of the Bible was the 133rd Psalm. Dr, Hsia 
eaned over his shoulder and pointed to the first 
verse which reads, “Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” 

There is One Book that teaches the way in which 
we may live together in friendliness and peace. 
But if we keep it a closed Book it cannot possibly 
speak to us. Will you not join those who, once 
again this year, will each day turn to a similar 
Bible passage, being read in many languages, by 
many rr in many places? As the Book becomes 
a part of us its influence will radiate into the 
fartherest corners of the globe, and the day of 
“One World” will be brightened by the light that 
streams from the “One Book.” 

—James V. Claypool. 
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Presbytery Of Dallas 


The Presbytery of Dallas met in the East Dallas 
Presbyterian Church on September 23, 1947. Pre- 
sent: 32 ministers and 21 ruling elders. Mr. Paul 
Donald, Ruling Elder of Bowie, Tex., was elected 
Moderator, Rev. J. Donald Norton was Assistant 
Clerk, and Rev. L. M. Kennedy, Jr., was Press Re- 
porter. 


Received: Rev. J, M. Williams, from Atlanta 
Presbytery; Rev. Guadalupe M. Armendariz, from 
Phoenix Presbytery, U.S.A.; and Rev. M. C. Year- 
gan, from Western Texas Presbytery. Also three 
Candidates for the Gospel Ministry: Jack Hunni- 
eutt, Ralph Anderson, and Thos, H. Stagord, Jr. 


The Special Committee on the Proposed Plan of 
Reunion made its report and was continued until 
the January Meeting of Presbytery. Dallas Presby- 
tery voted to remain in the Federal Council. 


The Standing Rules of Presbytery were amended 
to read: “Stated Meetings of Dallas Presbytery 
shall be held four times a year, to-wit: on the 
fourth Tuesday of January, April, July, and Oc- 
tober.” 


Commissions were appointed to install Rev. Paul 
F, Bobb as Pastor of the Sunset Church, Dallas, 
Tex., on October 12, 1947; and Rev. M. C. Year- 
gan, as Pastor of the Iowa Park First Church on 
October 12, 1947, at 7:30 P.M. 


A Commission was also appointed to organize a 
new church in the White Rock Lake area of Dallas, 
in response to a petition from residents of that 
section of the city. 


The January Meeting of Dallas Presbytery will 
be held in the Lancaster First Church on January 
27, 1948. Robert L. Cowan, Stated Clerk. 


——@——— 


Synod Of Florida 


The Synod of Florida convened in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Tampa on October 14, 
1947, at 7:30 P.M. The attendance was the largest 
in the history of the Synod and was characterized 
by a deeply spiritual tone. 


Rev. Stephen T. Harvin, pastor of .the Southside 
Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, retiring Moder- 
ator, preached a strong sermon on the theme: “If 
God Be For Us, Who Can Be Against Us?” Rev. 
J. V. Johnson and Rev. Paul M. Edris conducted 
yA a Service which followed imme- 

ately. 


Rev. M. A. DuRant, of Marianna, was elected 
Moderator by acclamation. Rev, Stephen T. Harvin 
was elected Stated Clerk to succeed Rev, A. R. 
Larrick, who requested that he be relieved of the 
office. Rev. J. J. Martin was re-elected Temporary 
Clerk, and Rev. P. M. Edris was re-elected Pub- 
licity Clerk. 


Rev. A. C. Holt, Chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Missions, presented Col. Roy LeCraw, 
Campaign Director for the General Assembly of 
the Program of Progress, who delivered a power- 
fully gripping appeal for a more aggressive pro- 
gram of evangelism. His subject was: “Christ, The 
Only Answer.” Col. LeCraw emphatically stated 
that the supreme conflict of today is the war be- 
tween Christianity and Communism and unless the 


eriation Church acts immediately it will be too 
ate, 


Mrs. E, F. Montgomery, President of the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary of the Synod of Florida, pre- 
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More and More People 
Make Annuity Gifts 


During the year ending April 1, 1947, fifty-one 
people invested a total of $72,990.00 in Annuities 
of our Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 


As of that date, 416 annuity contracts totalling 
$841,468.33 were in force under our Annuity Gift 
Plan whereby this money will be made available 
for Foreign Mission Work and the donor is guar- 
anteed a lifetime annuity at a good rate of interest 
on the amount donated. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for 
over fifty years, during which time every annuity 
contract has been met promptly and in full. 


Interest rates vary, depending upon the age of the 
annuitant, but in practically every case are higher 
than present-day rates on other high-grade invest- 
ments. Liberal income tax exemptions are another 
feature worth considering. 


If you want to give, and at the same time enjoy a 
generous return on your money, write today for 
full information about our Annuity Gift Plan. 
Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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| PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


@ Arnold’s has no peer. It is concise, clear, 
reverent, fundamental, scholarly, and authoritative. 
It solves your research and study problems. 
@ Arnold’s makes teaching easy, but more im- 


portant it helps you to prepare richer, more meaning- 


ful lessons. 


Arnold’s provides an abundance of 


teaching aids for all departments. You cannot afford 


UNIFORM LESSON HELPS 
for 1948 
ORDER FROM YOUR 
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to be without it. Order your copy today. Onty $1.25. 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 
Dept. C. H. 
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sented a report of the work of the women, reveal- 
ing great strides in advancement and many things 
accomplished. 


Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, President of the 
Mountain Retreat Association, delivered a factual 
address about the Association and its property and 
program and made an earnest appeal for the full 
support of the whole Church in helping to make 
Montreat the strongest conference center possible. 


A report of the Student House Campaign for 
$150,000.00, under the leadership of Rev. A. J. 
Kissling, Chairman of the Committee, and Rev. 
Otto Lantz, Campaign Director, was most encour- 
aging. They reported over $70,000.00 in cash and 
pledges. They expressed a firm belief that the re- 
mainder would be received in the very near future. 


Rev, R. H. McCaslin, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Home Missions, presented Rev. James L. 
Fowle, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and a member of the As- 
sembly’s Home Mission Committee, who delivered 
a stirring address on Home Missions in general 
and especially urged full support of the Program 
of (Progress and concretely the Home Missions’ 
Self-Denial Offering, October 26 to November 2. 
Dr. Fowle emphasized the fact that the expansion 
of the Church is the only bulwark against the in- 
creasing paganism of our day. 


The entire session was characterized by a high 
evangelistic spirit, the high point of which was the 
report by the Committee of Evangelism of the 
Visitation Evangelistic Campaign recently con- 
ducted by the Presbyterian Churches of the 
Greater Miami Area in which over 600 members 
were added to the churches in the five-day cam- 
paign and the spiritual life of the churches quick- 
ened as never before. 


The statistical reports gave encouragement with 
1,649 received by confession and 3,330 additions 
by certificate with a net gain of 2,773. This is a 
net gain of about 9 percent as compared with the 
entire Assembly’s net gain of about 3 percent. 


The Ybor City Mission and the Tampa Union of 
Presbyterian Church Auxiliaries entertained Synod 
delightfully with a Spanish Dinner beautifully 
served in the Educational Building of the Ybor 
City Mission. The First Presbyterian Church proved 
it is a most gracious host. 


The next meeting of the Synod will convene in 
Ocala on October 12, 1948. —A. R. Larrick. 





New Missionaries Appointed 


Dr. Herbert A. Codington, Jr. 
(China) 


Born: October 7, 1920, Wilmington, N. C. Edv- 
cation: New Hanover High School, 1934-37; David- 
son College, Davidson, N. C., Pre-Med., 1937-41, 
B.S.; Cornell Medical College, 1941-44, M.D.; Tuo- 
mey Hospital, Sumter, S. C., 1947. Parents: Dr. 
and Mrs. Herbert A. Codington, 1612 Chestnut 
Street, Wilmington, N. C. Home Address: 1612 
Chestnut Street, Wilmington, N. C. He is a mem- 
ber of First Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, 
N. C, He is going to China as a medical missionary. 
He will enter Union Seminary in January, 1948, to 
take some Bible and then will go to Montreat, 
N. C., for the Missionary Institute next summer. 
In the fall he will enter Yale to begin his study of 
the Chinese Language. 


Rev. Lyle Warren Peterson 
(China) 


Born: April 16, 1921, Carney, Mich. Education: 
Carney High School, Carney, Mich., 1935-37; Ste- 
phenson High School, Carney, Mich., 1937-38, Di- 
ploma; Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl., 1939-43, 
B.A.; Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 
Ga., 1943-46, B.D. Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
L, Peterson, Carney, Mich. Home Address: Pica- 
yune, Miss. He is a member of Meridian Presby- 
tery. Children: Elizabeth Ann, born June 29, 1944; 
and Mary Ellen, born January 14, 1947. 


Mrs. Catherine McLauchlin Peterson 


(China) 


Born: June 30, 1921, Haichow, Ku., China. Edu- 
cation: Pyeng Yang Foreign School, 1934-38; 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill., 1938-42, B.A.; 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va., 1942- 
43. Parents: Dr. and Mrs. W. C. McLauchlin, China 
Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, U. S$. 
Home Address: Picayune, Miss, She is a member of 
First Presbyterian Church, Picayune, Miss. 


The Petersons plan to enter Yale in February, 
1948, to begin their study of the Chinese Lan- 
guage. They will also attend the Missionary Insti- 
tutee at Montreat, N. C., next summer. 
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Rev. Warrington Preston 
(East Brazil) 


Born: December 7, 1913, Jacksonville, Fla. Edu- 
cation: Tryon High School, Tryon, N. C., 1928-31; 
Erskine College, Due West, S. C., 1931-35, A.B.; 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., 1938- 
41, B.D. Parents: (Deceased). Children: Margaret 
Lois, age 5; and Anne Rae, age 4, Home Address: 
Woodruff, S. C. He is a member of Enoree Pres- 
bytery. 


Mrs. Annie Laurie Hammett Preston 
(East Brazil) 


Born: December 13, 1917, Ware Shoals, S. C. 
Education: Greenwood (S. C.) High School, 1930- 
34, Diploma; Lander College, 1934-35; Peterson’s 
Commercial School, Diploma, 1936. Parents: Mrs. 
Maggie R. Hammett, 15 Smith Street, Ware Shoals, 
S. C. Home Address: Greenwood, S. C. She is a 
member of Presbyterian Church, Woodruff, S. C. 


The Prestons plan to go to Brazil around the 
first of the year. 


Presbytery Of Bethel 


The Presbytery of Bethel met in Purity Church, 
Chester, S. C., on October 7, 1947. Present, 23 
ministers and 37 ruling elders. Rev. J. S, Robinson 
was elected Moderator. Rev. C. R. Bixler was re- 
ceived from Montgomery Presbytery and his in- 
stallation as pastor of Woodlawn Church, Sharon, 
§. C., was ordered. By a close vote, Presbytery 
asked the Assembly to withdraw from the Federal 
Council. The Committee on the Plan of Union was 
enlarged and instructed to report at the January 
Meeting, Action on the proposed amendments to 
the Book of Church Order was deferred to the 
January Meeting. The Winter Meeting will be held 
at Great Falls Church, Great Falls, S. C., on Tues- 
day, January 13, 1948, at 9:30 A.M. 

W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


9 —e9 


Belhaven College Expansion 
Program 


Of particular interest to Christian Education in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church is the $500,000 
Expansion Program for Belhaven College, which is 
currently being conducted throughout the Synod 
of Mississippi. Plans for the state-wide campaign 
were outlined and approved at the annual meeting 
of the Synod in September; and, during the month 
of October, the five presbyteries in the synod 
officially adopted definite quotas. Individual 
churches are now being approached in behalf of 
the program by members of a committee of 100 


outstanding citizens representing every section of 
the state. 


During the early part of the year, approximately 
$200,000 of the fund was raised in the city of 
Jackson, where Belhaven is located. In addition, a 
pre-campaign gift of $100,000 had been donated 
by Robert D. Sanders, Mississippi industrialist. It 
8 expected that the remaining $200,000 may be 
Taised within a short time throughout the state. 


The $500,000 fund, when completed, will be 
used for the construction of much needed buildings 
on the Belhaven campus, Included in the building 
Program will be a new administrative building, a 
gymnasium, and a dormitory. Upon the completion 
of these buildings, the facilities of the college will 
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be increased to provide for 200 additional students 
which wil] raise the total capacity of the school to 
500 students. 


Heading the campaign as state chairman is Hugh 
L. White, former governor of Mississippi and a 
member of the Board of Trustees of Belhaven 
College for a number of years. Dr. John W. Young, 
executive secretary of Belhaven, is serving as 
general director of the program, assisted by 
President G. T. Gillespie. 


Belhaven, a standard four year college for 
women, is owned and operated by the Synod of 
Mississippi and is this year entering its 54th year 
of service to the young women of the South. 


STILLMAN INSTITUTE 


Stillman Institute opened its 1947-48 session 
with a faculty of seventeen members and an en- 
rollment of one hundred and ninety-eight. Of this 
number forty are veterans of World War II. The 
initial chapel exercise was held on Friday, Sep- 
tember 12. After the devotional by Rev. Jewells 
Carr, Dean of the Ministerial Department, the fol- 
lowing guests were presented: Prof. W. L. Dansby, 
member of the Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work; Rev. F. H. M. Williams and Dr. R. E. Ful- 
ton, members of the Board of Directors of Still- 
man. Dr, Fulton, Chairman of the Board, was the 
guest speaker. The theme of his message was 
“The Value Of Truth.” Other Chapel Hour speakers 
have been: Mr, James R. O’Rourke, Librarian at 
Stillman; Mr. McDonald Hughes, Principal of In- 
dustrial High School of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; and Rev. 
Alex. R. Batchelor, Executive Secretary of the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Negro Work. 


There seems to be a good spirit on the campus. 
The usual period of adjustment was shorter than 
usual. We are looking forward to a good year of 
work. B. B. Hardy, Dean. 


Presbytery Of Winchester 


The Presbytery of Winchester met in the Pres- 
byterian Church, Moorefield, W. Va., on September 
16, and was opened with a sermon by Rev, Joseph 
S. Duckwall, Moderator. There were present: 28 
ministers and 26 elders. Rev. R, K. McDonald was 
elected Moderator and Rev. John M. Duckwall was 
named Reading Clerk. 


The Plan of Union, the Property Amendment, 
and the question of withdrawal from the Federal 
Council, were docketed for consideration at an ad- 
journed meeting to be held in Winchester on De- 
cember 30, at 10:00 A.M., and a committee of five 
members was appointed on each of these subjects, 
to study and report at that time. 


An Ad Interim Committee on the Work of the 
Presbytery was appointed, looking to more effi- 
cient organization and more interesting meetings. 


Action on the proposed amendments to the Book 
of Church Order was postponed until the spring 
meeting. 


Dr. Harry M. Crim, who has been acting as Field 
Director in Home Missions, Evangelism, and Re- 
ligious Education, was continued in the position 
until the spring meeting. 


During the sessions the Presbytery joined with 
the Moorefield Church in celebrating the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the building, 
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The Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Dr, 
Glenn O. Yount on “The Unity Of The Church.” 


The next stated meeting will be held in the 
Bunker Hill Church on Tuesday, April 27, 1948, at 
11:00 A.M. Dr. John C. Siler will preach the Pres. 
byterial Sermon on “The Glory And Tragedy Of 
Man.” —Joseph A. McM., Stated Clerk, 


Presbytery Of Suwannee 


The Presbytery of Suwannee met on Tuesday, 
October 21, in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Live Oak, Fla., of which the Rev. A. Hubert Rust 
is pastor. 


The Rev. J. Russell Young spoke on the interest- 
ing subject, “The Bible - The Word Of God.” The 
Rev. Osborne McKay, Student Pastor at Gaines- 
ville, was elected as Moderator. He succeeded Rev. 
W. Ted. Jones, of Ocala. 


The Presbytery received into its membership 
Rev. James L. Jackson from Abingdon Presbytery 
in Virginia, who will become pastor at the South- 
side Estates Chapel and Mayport Church; Rev. 
Tom Makin from Southwest Georgia Presbytery, 
who will become pastor of the North Shore Chapel; 
and Rev. T. A. Beckett from Charleston Presby- 
tery, who will become pastor of the Perry Presby- 
terian Church. 


The Presbytery had explained to it by Rev. A. J. 
Kissling the proposed plan of union of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., and the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


_ The Presbytery voted by an overwhelming ma- 
jority, 38-7, to remain in the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. 


The Presbytery received two candidates for the 
Gospel Ministry from the First Presbyterian Church 
of Gainesville: Mr. Abell McIver and Mr. Joseph 
Sidney Rigell. 


The winter meeting of Presbytery will be con- 
ducted in the Syrian Presbyterian Church, Jack- 
sonville, of which Rev. A. E. Hazouri is pastor. 

Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 


Orange Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Orange met on October 14 in 
its three hundred and fifty-sixth stated session in 
the New Hope Presbyterian Church, Route 2, Cha- 
pel Hill, N. C., with 37 ministers, 35 ruling elders 
and 15 deacons present, the deacons having been 
invited to hear the report on apportionments. 


Rev. J. D. Carter was elected Moderator, and 
Rev. S. E, Sapp, Temporary Clerk, both by accla- 
mation. 


[Presbytery heard and approved the Program of 
Progress, adopted a Benevolent Budget of some 
$61,000.00 more than for the current year, a total 
of $171,722.00, or a grand total, including the 
Program of Progress, practically double the cur 
rent year. 


The Hillsboro Church called Rev. I. E. Birdsey®, 
who has been supplying the Gulf Group, and 4 
Conimission was appointed to install him as pastor 
on November 9. 
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Rev. F. S. Jones was permitted to resign from 
the Riverview Church to accept a full-time call to 
El-Bethel. 


The Home Mission Committee has permission to 
call Rev. J. W. McGinnis to become Temporary 
Supply of the new Church in Northwest Greens- 
boro, and he expects to enter upon his work on 
November 1, 


Presbytery watched with interest the bulldozer 
grading the grounds, and the first building being 
erected at Camp New Hope, adjacent and partly 
on the New Hope Church grounds. 


Action on the Federal Council and Church 
Union was deferred until the mid-winter meeting, 
to be held in the First Presbyterian Church, High 
Point, on January 13, 1948. 


A new Committee on Negro Work was set up by 
Presbytery. —N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery Of Louisiana 

The Presbytery of Louisiana met in one-day ses- 
sion in the First Presbyterian Church of Crowley, 
La, on October 21, 1947, Mr. L. R. Babin was 
elected Moderator, and Rev. R. D. Littleton, Tem- 
porary Clerk. Twenty ministers and eighteen 
elders were present. Rev. Carl W. Herrick was dis- 
missed to the Syracuse (N. Y.) Presbytery of the 
U.S.A. Church. At a called meeting Rev. H. N. 
Alexander was dismissed to the Presbytery of 
Brazos, Rev. Parks Wilson has been received from 
the Presbytery of Lexington and installed as pas- 
tor of the University Church. Rev. Hiram Sharpe, 
§.T.D., was received from the Presbytery of 
Memphis and installed as pastor of the Northside 
Church, Baton Rouge. Rev. M. H. Knox was re- 
ceived from the Presbytery of Brazos, and in- 
stalled as pastor of the Florida Street Church, 
Baton Rouge. Rev. W. R. Pritchett was received 
from the Presbytery of Red River to become the 
Executive Secretary of Home Missions in Louisiana 
Presbytery. The amendments to the Book of 
Church Order were approved. A Committee was 
set up to study the Plan of Union and report back 
to the January Meeting, consisting of Rev. W. R. 
Pritchett, Rev. W. L. McLeod, Rev. W. G. Foster, 
Elders L. A. Williams and B. L. Orvis. Considera- 
tion of this report and of withdrawal from the 
Federal Council was placed on the docket for the 
frst business in the afternoon at the January 
Meeting, with three hours to be given to a dis- 
cussion of these matters. Dr. C. Darby Fulton was 
a visitor to the Presbytery, and brought an inspir- 
ational message on Foreign Missions at the even- 
ing hour. The next meeting of Presbytery will be 
at Opelousas, La., on Tuesday, January 20, 1948. 

Stephen B, Williams, Stated Clerk. 


Some Dates Of Interest To 
Presbyterian Men 


Men’s Councils are already making plans for 
next year’s work. The following dates have been 
set. Others will be announced soon. 


Executive Committee of Assembly Men’s Council, 
Atlanta, Ga., January 10-11. 

Executive Committee of Assembly Sunday School 
Superintendents’ Council, Atlanta, Ga., January 

Men-at-Kerrville, June 18-20. 

Men-at-Montreat, July 16-19. 

Men-at-Massanetta, August 27-29. 
esbyterian Men’s Convention, Atlanta, Ga., No- 
vember 4-6, 1949. 
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KING COLLEGE 


BRISTOL, TENN. 

Dedicated To Christian Education 
Under Presbyterian Auspices 
Bachelor of Arts degree. Co-educational. 
Daily chapel service. Democratic social life. 
Healthful location in foothills of Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Athletic training program pro- 
vides whoesome physical recreation. Eightieth 
year, For information regarding scholarships, 

and for catalogue, address: 


R. T. L. Liston . President 





Box ope 


Begins Duties At Montreat 

Mr. J. Holland Hunter, of Clinton, S. C., has 
begun his duties as Assistant to the President at 
Montreat. Mr, Hunter was, for several years, Bus- 
iness Manager of Presbyterian College of South 
Carolina and for a few years he has been Business 
Manager of the Industrial School for the State of 
South Carolina. He is a graduate of the Presbyte- 
rian College of South Carolina, served with distinc- 
tion in World War I, a member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Clinton, S. C., an elder in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of that city, and active in civic 
affairs. 

Mr. Hunter’s daughter, Betty, is Director of Re- 
ligious Education at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Chester, S. C., and a son is at the Presbyterian 
College. Another son will be with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hunter at Montreat. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


CALLING YOUTH TO CHRIST 


By Billy Graham. Published by Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 

What type of sermons do young people hear 
when they attend Youth For Christ Rallies? This 
question is frequently asked, and if the sermons 
published in this volume are indicative of the 
quality of preaching heard at these meetings we 
may conclude that they are hearing Christ- 
exalting sermons. Dr. Torrey M. Johnson, Presi- 
dent of Youth For Christ, Inc., affirms that these 
sermons have been preached by Billy Graham to 
literally thousands of people in Youth For Christ 
Rallies all across the North American continent, 
the British Isles, and the Continent of Europe. 
Some of these audiences have been small and in 
obscure places, but others are large as sixty-five 
thousand in great stadium rallies. According to 
reliable reports, God has richly blessed these mes- 
sages and literally thousands have been won for 
Christ through them. 


From a homiletical point of view these evangel- 
istic sermons are all of high merit. They deal with 
great themes and each one applies the teachings 
of Scripture to individuals. An unusual feature 
about these messages is that they retain the warmth 
of the preacher’s heart. His illustrations are fresh 
and many of them come out of the evangelist’s 
personal experiences. 

The first sermon discusses “America’s Hope.” In 
his frank appraisal of America today Mr. Graham 
affirms: “America’s greatest enemy is the internal 
decadence that is causing us to rush faster than 
any civilization before us toward destruction and 
hell.” He further asserts that our only hope is a 
revival of “genuine old-fashioned Christianity, 
deep, widespread, in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

The fifth sermon is on the power of secret sin. 
It is a searching message from the beginning to 
the end. Here we are warned: “What a day it is 
going to be when the searchlights of God are go- 
ing to be fastened on us, when the records of all 
our desires, motives and actions are played. The 
screen will portray every event from the cradle to 
the grave. We must answer alone.” Perhaps the 
most effective message is on “A Scarlet Thread.” 
It shows rare discernment in dealing with the 
blood of Christ and His efficacy for sinners. 


It is refreshing to meet one of our younger min- 
isters who is preaching with such remarkable in- 
sight into the spiritua] needs of our generation, It 
is gratifying to hear one who does not waste his 
hearers’ time with irrelevancies and _ super- 
ficialities, but rather brings his audience face to 
face with the living Christ and demands a definite 
decision here and now. We thank God for the 
solid inspiration found in these pages. 


—John R. Richardson. 


————66< 2 


STANDING ON THE PROMISES 
By Charles J. Woodbridge, Ph. D. Published by 
the Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, 
Ill. Price $2.00. 


Dr, Woodbridge can never be accused of rushing 
into print prematurely. Before this volume came 
into existence the author had achieved a national 
reputation as an authority on missions and a 
preacher of remarkable power. Dr, Woodbridge was 
born in China of missionary parents. He was 
educated at Princeton, Berlin, the Sorbonne, and 
Duke University. For some time he taught in 
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China. Later he served as a missionary in French 
Cameroun. He also served for three years ag 
secre.ary of a mission board, and since that time 
has filled the pastorates of several influential 
churches. He now occupies the pulpit of the Inde. 
pendent Presbyterian Church in Savannah, Ga, 
This book is the result of Dr. Woodbridge’s 
thorough study of the Book of Acts. Twenty-eight 
essays are included here and all are written in an 
engaging style. He believes that the Book of Acts 
speaks with authority and urgency to our twentieth 
century and that it should be studied because it 
is a classic of Church history, our best introduction 
the Pauline Epistles, and applicable to our modern 
needs. Speaking of the relevancy of the Book of 
Acts to the Church life of our day the author 
writes, “The Book of Acts tells a Church which is 
impotent the secret of power. It indicates to a 
Church which seems frustra.ed the way of progress, 
It shows an over-institutionalized Church the real 
function of organization. It reveals to a Church 
which is smug and complacent the compelling 
urgency of her mission. It makes clear to a Church 
which is becoming dumb the consistent duty of 
witnessing” 

An unusually fine chapter is on “The Subject 
of Preaching.” Here the author reminds, “The 
Gospel of Christ is not a succession of moral axioms 
or pious admonitions, It is a series of facts, 
empirical, historical facts pertaining to the Person, 
life, death, and resurrection of the Redeemer; a 
series of God given interpretations of these facts 
(e. g., ‘Christ died for our sins’), and an applica- 
tion of these facts, divinely interpreted and imp- 
lemented to the needs of the individual. The early 
proclamation of the Gospe] exerted a mighty ap- 
peal because the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostles 
to preach a pure message. They did not stray in 
the by-paths of human moralizing. They did not 
present to their congregations beautifully inspired 
essays. The infant Church moved forward to con- 
quest because of the subject of her proclamation; 
she preached Christ and Him crucified.” 


The author has some sane ideas needed in our 
day on the subject of race relations. Stating that 
one of the problems the Apostles faced in their day 
was race relations within the Church, the author 
remarks, “The dispute presented to the Apostles a 
virgin field for exploration, inter-racial forums, 
and lofty pronunciamentoes on a delicate and 
complex theme.” He then raises the question, “Why 
did not the Apostles call a retreat, summon a 
council, appoint a fact-finding committee and pass 
resolutions dealing with the amelioration of race 
relations? Were they uninterested?” The answer 
is, “Not at all. They were concerned about any- 
thing which vitally affected their fellowman. They 
refused to enter the racial list because the Spirit 
of God had called them to a higher task, to prayer 
and the ministry of the Word. They knew full well 
that the way to improve race relations is through 
the preaching of the Gospel which insists that all 
men everywhere are sinners and need a Saviour. 
The good news of Salvation is the greatest leveiler 
of society in all the world.” 

As the Church looks to the future Dr. Wood- 
bridge offers this observation: “And_ today the 
true Church continues to stand on the Promises of 
God. The pledge of Pentecost has been fulfilled. 
The Holy Spirit is her Patron, her portion, her 
Paraclete and her power. As a bride adorned for 
her husband she awaits the imminent fulfillment 
of the second pledge, a blessed hope, the return of 
her beloved Bridegroom, On these twin promises 
she stands and presses forward to victory in her 
Saviour’s adorable, unchangeable name.” 
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